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SLAVERY EXPANSION TO THE TERRITORIES, 1850
A FORGOTTEN SPEECH BY TRUMAN SMITH

CHARLES DESMOND HART

FROM

the August evening in 1846 when David Wilmot rose in
the House of Representatives to propose that slavery be prohibited in any lands which might be acquired from Mexico, down
to the adjournment of the Special Session of the Senate just a
few weeks before the commencement of the Civil War in the
spring of 186 I, the question of the expansion of slavery to the
territories of the United States-especially to New Mexico Territory-dominated the debate in both Houses of Congress.! Most
American historians would probably agree with the ante-bellum
politician who remarked that the expansion of slavery to the
territories was "the over-shadowing question in national politics"
in the 1850'S.2 Yet Richard Hofstadter overstated the case when
he wrote that historians are "in general agreement with such
contemporaries of Lincoln as Clay, Webster, Douglas, and Hammond that the natural limits of slavery expansion in the continental United States had already been reached."g Although some
historians have stated or implied that climate, soil, or other natural
features would have prevented the further expansion of slavery,4
other historians have stated or implied that slavery could have
expanded to the territories remaining for settlement in the 1850'S.5
Just as the people living in the 1840'S and 1850'S disagreed about
the natural limits of slavery expansion, so did historians living in
the 1940'S and 1950's.
Still, the idea that "the natural limits of slavery expansion"
had been reached, popularized in a famous article by Charles W.
Ramsde1l 6 has undoubtedly achieved wider acceptance, especially
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during the 1930'S and 1940'S when the "revisionist" interpretation
of the coming of the Civil War was so pQpular. On occasion the
revisionists have discussed the problem in the light of geographic
knowledge not available in the 1850'S. At other times they have
failed to use to best advantage such contemporary sources as the
congressional debate on slavery in the territories. Seldom has the
question of "natural limits" been discussed in the context of the
debate on Oregon in 1848, the Kansas-Nebraska Act of 1854, or
the Crittenden Compromise of 1860-1861. Time and again the
few brief remarks of Henry Clay, Stephen A. Douglas, Daniel
Webster, or Lewis Cass during the "Great Debate" of 1850 have
been paraded across the pages of history, while the most detailec.I
argument ever offered by a Congressman, or by an historian, to
show why slavery could never be established in the territories of
New Mexico and Utah has been ignored. Truman Smith's important speech, like so much of the debate behind the Compromise
of 1850, has not received the attention it merits.
Truman Smith was not, of course, a Senator of first rank in
what was probably the most able Senate of all time. He was not
as influential as the great men of his own political generationClay, Webster, John C. Calhoun, and Thomas Hart Benton-or
even of the new-Douglas, Jefferson Davis, William H. Seward,
and Salmon P. Chase. Yet Smith was a power in the Whig party,
especially while Zachary Taylor was President. Born in Roxbury,
Connecticut, on November 27, 1791, he had been admitted to
the bar after graduation from Yale (18 I 5) and Litchfield Law
School. After sitting in the Connecticut legislature in 1831,
1832, and 1834, he entered national polities, serving in the House
of Representatives from 1838-1843 and 1845-1849. His chief
interest was political management, and he was a Presidential
Elector on the Whig ticket in 1844. One of the earliest supporters
of the candidacy of General Zachary Taylor, Smith served as the
first chairman of the Whig National Committee, directing
Taylor's successful presidential canvass in 1848. He declined the
offer of the Interior Department, accepting the Senate seat to
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which he had been elected and becoming the floor leader of the
administration forces. 7
By July 8, 1850, when Truman Smith rose in the Senate to
discuss the territorial issue, all the great speeches for which this
session is remembered had been delivered. January, February,
and March had produced the famous set speeches, most of them
directed to the series of resolutions on the slavery question which
Henry Clay had introduced on January 29. On April 29, Henry
S. Foote of Mississippi finally succeeded in having the proposed
resolutions on slavery referred to a Select Committee of Thirteen
under the chairmanship of Clay. On May 8 Clay reported back
two all-inclusive bills: California would enter the Union "with
the boundaries she has proposed," and territorial governments
"without the Wilmot proviso" would be established for New
Mexico and Utah. s The debate then resumed and many of the
old speeches were dusted off and delivered for a se~ond time.
When Truman Smith claimed the floor on the afternoon before
President Taylor's death, it was already evident that the "Omnibus
Bill" would never pass the Senate. 9
Smith began by reminding his colleagues that he had never
been one to agitate the slavery issue, although he could not regard
the institution with complacency. Over the years he had done no
more than reflect, in a moderate and reasonable way, the predominant sentiments of his constituents. He did not believe that
the Union was in danger; still the present difficulties, which could
be traced back to the policies of the Polk administration, should
be settled before the sectional alienation became any greater.
The Whigs had warned Polk that he would bring great trouble
on the country if he converted a defensive war into an offensive
war and demanded more territory than was necessary for indemnity. As Smith himself had pointed out in March 1848, the line
of the Missouri Compromise of 1820 was certain to be overthrown
because the geographical position and the physical character of
the Mexican Territories rendered such a division impracticable.
Many had voted for the Treaty of Guadalupe Hidalgo as being
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better than the continuance of a deplorable war. The cost of the
Mexican War had been too high-one hundred and fifty million
dollars, twenty-five thousand men, and sectional discord on slavery
in the territories.
In any case, the Mexican Territories had been conquered, and
nations could not recall their indiscretions. If only the country
could be brought to understand that the importance of these
acquisitions had been greatly overrated, then the present excitement would end. After all, the slavery question was of greater
importance to the ambitious politician than to the toiling millions.
Although many people thought that the struggle was basically
one between the sections for political power, the opening of the
new territories to slavery had nothing to do with control of the
government. Smith believed that the parties would go on much
as before.
Furthermore, there was no real possibility that the equilibrium
between the free and slave states could be maintained. The population trends were against it. Even though four or five of the slave
states, including Virginia, would be free by the end of the decade,
the remaining slave states had no reason to fear for the future of
their domestic institutions. The South had controlled the federal
government from the beginning, and the North had never attempted to form a sectional party to alter this situation. Not even
the abolitionists demanded that the federal government legislate
against slavery in the states where it already existed.
The real obstacle to the establishment of slavery in the territories won from Mexico was a legal one. Slavery, the creature qf
municipal law, was local in character, and could have no extraterritorial existence except in states where slavery was tolerated.
Only the Fugitive Slave Law gave the institution any recognition
in a free state. The claim that it was a slaveholder's constitutional
right to take his slave property to the territories was merely an
attempt to monopolize the land. In fact, the controversy was not
between slave and free states but between slaveholders and nonslaveholders. The non-slaveholder from a slave state could go toa
new territory with the same advantages as a man from a free
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state. A slaveholder could do likewise if he were willing to convert his human property into cash as he would his immovable
property.
Southern institutions were in no greater danger now than in
the past. Residents of the slave states in general agreed that the
odious slave trade in the District of Columbia should be terminated. On the larger question of slavery in the federal district, in
spite of the many petitions sent to Congress annually, Northerners
in general were little interested in its abolition. Smith, like John
Quincy Adams before him, opposed abolition in this area as
likely to produce more harm than good. In spite of the important
principles involved in some of these questions, from a practical
point of view, trivia were responsible for the present discord. The
idea of aggression by the free states on the just pretensions of the
slave states was "absurd and chimerical to the last degree."lo
Truman Smith then went on to present a definitive statement
of the position that "the natural limits of slavery expansion" had
been reached in New Mexico and Utah, as follows:

But if I am wrong in the views which I have presented to show
that it is not important to the South to maintain in this Chamber
that equilibrium which has already been lost irretrievably in the
House of Representatives and in the electoral college, the question
arises whether it is not morally certain that our recently acquired
Territories will be free, whatever Congress may do on the subject.
I. It is a significant fact that so far as the only region is concerned into which slavery could be introduced with advantage
the question has already been settled against it. I refer to so much
of our new possessions as are included within the limits of the
proposed State of California. No matter whether California be
or be not admitted now, or whether she be or be not remanded to
a territorial condition, there has been such a development of
public sentiment there as to render the exclusion of the institution
inevitable. l l
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The result in California is exactly what it would be in ninetynine times out of a hundred in case of the acquisition of goldproducing regions by the United States. Free labor, whether
from the free States or slave States, is always more prompt and
energetic than slave labor: the former will ever get into such
countries first, and then will exclude the latter.
The only effect of dividing California by the parallel of 36° 30'
would be to make two free States on the Pacific in place of one.
The idea of making a free [sic] State below that parallel, with
the free State of California on the north, with the rights of recapturing "fugitives from labor," and with the free Mexican States
of Lower California and Sonora on the South, without any such
right, will be found illusory.12 The policy of the States this side
of the Rocky Mountains should be to make as few States as
possible out of our new possessions; and I shall not depart from
that policy, though I feel perfectly assured that they will all be
free States.
2. I will next proceed to consider whether there is any danger
of the introduction of slavery into New Mexico and Deseret, or
Utah, as it is called in this bill. Is it possible that either the one or
the other will become the theatre of slave labor? I will begin
with New Mexico. And here I observe that the obstacles to the
introduction of the institution into that country are (1) legal;
(2) social; and (3) physical.
(1) That slavery had been abrogated in New Mexico before
the cession to the United States by the late treaty. On this point
I refer to an exposition addressed to the Senate by the honorable
Senator from Missouri [Mr. Benton] early in the present session,
which, in my judgment, is full and conclusive. The inhibition,
no doubt, continues to this day, as one of those municipal regulations which remain in force notwithstanding the conquest. 13
(2) If the ordinances and laws of Mexico abrogating slavery do
not continue, yet it may be assumed that there is no law authorizing it; and this is just as serious an obstacle to its introduction as
a positive law forbidding it. Being against common right, no law
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for it is as efficacious as ever so much law against it. Such are the
principles of jurisprudence throughout the civilized world.
(3) At any rate, the right to carry slaves into New Mexico, and
to hold them there, is in doubt; and this will be a serious barrier
against its introduction. I know of nothing so sensitive of danger
as slave property, or so timorous, in face of legal doubt and difficulty. Who will think of taking this species of property from
under the guarantees which the well-considered and thoroughly
matured code of a slaveholding State has thrown around it, into
the interior of this continent, when the owner will have no assurance that he can hold it for a single hour? The certainty of litigation, and the uncertainty of the event, will be sufficient to deter
him. 14
In the next place, I will speak of the social difficulties in the
way of the introduction of slavery into New Mexico. And here
I observe:
I.· It is understood that public sentiment, without distinction
of race or color, is utterly opposed to it. The American, whether
from the free States or slave States, the Spaniard of the full blood,
and the mixed Spaniard and Indian race, are all much opposed to
negro bondage.
2. The prejudice of color does not exist in New Mexico. This
prejudice is the principal bulwark and safeguard of slavery. The
negro laborer would find himself on a footing of equality with the
white, Indian, or mixed laborer-just as respectable in every regard; and how could he be held in bondage under such circumstances?15
3. Slave labor could not, it is believed, be advantageously used
in competition with the cheap peon labor of New Mexico. Peon
labor is cheap in wages, and cheaper in subsistence. The wages
are only twenty-four dollars per month, and subsistence but
twenty-four pounds of maize, or Indian corn, per week. This is
not even ground or converted into meal, and the peon tastes
scarcely one morsel of meat from the beginning to the end of the
year. If, therefore, any slaveholder had occasion to go to New
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Mexico, to embark in agricultural or other business, he would
find it greatly to his advantage to sell his slaves, and to employ the
native labor of that country.
4. The slaves would be sure to receive the countenance and
sympathy of the people of New Mexico, and of the savages who
infest the surrounding mountains, and the facilities of escape into
these recesses and into the adjoining territories of Mexico would
be so great, and the encouragement to flee, and the protection
after fleeing so certain, as to render such property valueless. Some
time since three highly respectable gentlemen from Santa FeMessrs. William Curtis Skinner, James L. Collins, and Henry
Connelly-visited this city, and I had a full and highly satisfactory
conversation with them, touching the state of things in that country, in reference to the question which I am now considering. At
my instance they addressed to me a letter on the subject, dated
May 18, from which I submit the following extract:
The greatest danger, in our opinion, to the security of slaves in
New Mexico lies in the proximity to the settlements of the many
tribes of Indians, with whom they could at all times find a refuge,
securing to the fugitive every chance against his recapture. . . .
Again: the southern portion-and this is the part, if any, where
slave labor ever could be profitable-of our territory borders upon
that of the Republic of Mexico: a narrow stream, fordable at almost
every point, presenting no obstacles to the escape of a slave to a
country where he would be as free as in the land of his forefathers,
and far more secure from recapture. A Mexican has no sympathy
with slavery-the idea is full of repugnance to him, and his every
feeling would be enlisted to give the bondman freedom.

5. But to make New Mexico a slave State, it is necessary that
something more should be done than a few slaveholders removing
there; they must go there in sufficient numbers to change public
sentiment, and to overcome at the polls the repugnance of the
non-slaveholding emigrants from the United States, and the native
inhabitants of the country for the institution. The gentlemen
already named in the same letter remark:
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Public sentiment in New Mexico is against the introduction of
slavery there; and in this there is, we believe, no distinction between
the native and the American population. We do not remember ever
to have heard a single American express himself favorable to the
introduction of slavery among us. . . . When the time may arrive
for the formation of a constitution, preparatory to our admission into
the Union, there is not the remotest probability that any constitu;
tional sanction would be given by our citizens to the introduction
of African slavery among us.

I now come to the physical obstacles to the introduction of
slavery into New Mexico. Can slave labor be profitable there?
Does the country, in its geographical position, soil, climate, natural
and artificial products, and resources of every kind, hold out any
such inducements as will be likely to fix on those regions the evils
of slavery? No man will carry slaves into these remote regions on
a mere theory. He will not amuse himself with asserting a principle, or what is called such, at the hazard, or rather certainty, of
soon finding the bottom of a long purse. Everything of this sort
must be brought to the test of the accounts-to the old fashioned,
and sometimes disagreeable, ordeal of "profit and loss."
To enable us to reach a satisfactory solution of the inquiry
which I have instituted, it is necessary to consider:
1. The geographical position and relations of New Mexico: In
a letter dated December 18, 1847, addressed to me by Lieutenant
Peck, of the corps of topographical engineers, (who was concerned with Lieutenant Abert, of the same corps, in making a
reconnaissance or examination of that country.in the years 184647) and which I published in a speech delivered by me in the
House, March I, 1848/6 that gentleman remarks:
With respect to the connection of New Mexico with other parts
of the continent ... we may consider New Mexico as completely
isolated from the rest of the continent. ...
2. The surface and soil of New Mexico, and the extent to
which it is susceptible of cultivation: The whole expanse comprised within the province is very large, and is believed to be about
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one hundred and fifty thousand square miles. The only parts
which are susceptible of cultivation are to be found in the southwest comer of the Territory, containing not exceeding twenty-five
thousand square miles, which are divided equally by the Rio
Grande running across the region now indicated from north to
south, and towards the western border. It is exceedingly mountainous, and the country rises very rapidly from the river in both
directions. Lieutenant Peck, in the letter above referred to, says
that "a large portion" of this area is made up of rocks, sands, and
desert wastes. If you cast your eye on the map, you will see from
the position of the towns where the arable land is found. A narrow
strip along the Del Norte, with a few detached patches here and
there upon the affiuents of the same river, constitutes it all; for
there is very little land not already improved that is worth occupymg.
3. Climate and aridity-necessity of irrigation: "The general
character of this Department," (says Mr. Ruxton, p. 19I), "is
extreme aridity of soil, and the consequent deficiency of water
which must ever prevent its being thickly settled."17
4. The number, extent, and value of its streams. Mr. Gregg ...
(pp. 138, 140) says: "There is not a single navigable stream in
New Mexico. The famous Rio del Norte is so shallow for the most
part of the year that Indian canoes can scarcely Boat upon it."18
Many more extracts of the same character might be added; but
these are sufficient to illustrate the inadequacies of the rivers and
streams of New Mexico even for the purpose of irrigation, and
much more for navigation and other uses of civilized life.
5. Timber and hard wood: New Mexico destitute of both....
Lieutenant Abert, in his report (page 475) says: "Hardwood cannot be obtained in the whole of New Mexico. The country around
us seemed to produce no wood except cedar. . . ."
What must a country be which is so entirely destitute of such
important elements as wood and timber? And how valuable as the
theatre of slave or any other kind of labor, let the people of the
States on the Atlantic coast and in the Mississippi valley answer.
6. Its artificial products.... Lieutenant Emory, in his report
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(p. 39), says "the soil" of the above-named valley [the Rio Grande]
"is very sandy, and is better adapted to Indian corn than
wheat. ... "19
It thus appears that cotton, sugar, and rice, the usual products
of slave labor, are not, and it is believed cannot, be raised in New
Mexico. Will slaveholders abandon these sources of wealth in the
present slave States to devote themselves and the labor of their
people to the production of wheat, corn, beans, pumpkins, melons,
and red pepper, amidst the Rocky Mountains?
. 7. The natural products or resources of New Mexico: These
are pasturage and mines....
Pasturage is, in fact, the principal source of wealth to New
Mexico, but it has of late been greatly impaired and almost destroyed by the incursions of the savages of the surrounding country. If these can be restrained, and property and life protected as
they should be at any cost, by the strong arm of the Government,
no doubt the business of horse, mule, cattle, and sheep raising can
be pursued there to great advantage. But wool-growing is no
object, on account of the low price of wool. Lieutenant Abert
says in his report, p. 452: "Wool is not considered very valuable,
and can be bought for four cents a Reece, or a proprietor will
permit anyone to shear his sheep for one dollar per hundred."
Sheep, therefore, are raised in New Mexico merely for the
sake of mutton, and this is understood to be the best in the world.
Stock of every kind is taken into Mexico and sold at remunerating
prices. No doubt, then, this kind of business may become a capital
object. But can slave labor be employed therein? If any slaveholder
were to make up his mind to remove to that country to undertake
this pursuit, would he take his slaves along with him, or would he
employ the cheap labor of the country? In the first place, I have
to say that the business requires very few hands. One half-dozen
pastores or shepherds would be adequate to take care of thousands
of horses, mules, cattle, or sheep. There is no grass to be cut,
cured, and housed, and no fodder to be dealt out in the winter
season. Probably one or two thousand pastores would be sufficient
for the whole country. Not many slaveholders would remove to
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New Mexico with a view to this pursuit; and they would be completely within the power of the present inhabitants, who are so
utterly averse to the institution.
Besides, this species of property would be quite insecure, particularly when thus employed. Would any owner dare to send his
slaves on to "the high table lands" of that country in charge of
his flocks? If he did, how long would they remain in bondage?
If he were to convert them into pastores or shepherds, and were
to put a crook into the hands of each to rule his flock, he would
soon discover the necessity of employing another set of shepherds
to watch the watchers, and to prevent their running away. This
ancient implement of pastoral life would be found exercising
dominion not only over quadrupeds but bipeds, and though it
might sometimes be used to seize a lamb by the neck, it would
probably be much oftener required to fasten on a negro's leg;
otherwise he would make off to parts unknown. The idea of employing slaves in this business is too visionary to merit serious
notice.
I am sensible that mines are among the natural resources of
New Mexico, and that it is extensively believed at the South that
slave labor could be employed and to great advantage in their
development and improvement. But I have to observe, in the first
place, that we have no evidence that they are of considerable
value, or rather the evidence is all the other way....
Lieutenant Abert, in his report, page 451, in speaking of the
Gumbecinos, says: "One cannot but feel pity for these miserable
wretches, and congratulates himself that he does not possess a
gold mine. Even the life of the poor pastores is much preferable
to that of these diggers of gold."
Without undertaking to place an estimate, even in a general
way, on the value of these mines, I would observe it is not at all
probable that anyone will undertake to improve them so long as
those of California are open and are so much more productive.
Will mines be worked which can afford wages at only three reals
(37 cents) per day, when, in California, an able-bodied man can
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command eight or ten dollars per day? Wages are the true measure
ofpronts.
But if the facts be otherwise, is it likely that anyone would
think of employing slaves in this business? Would not the legal
and social difficulties already averted to constitute insuperable
barriers? Would not the Gumbecinos be employed in the preference, who are so cheaply compensated and subsisted?
How, then, can New Mexico become the theatre of slave labor?
Besides the non-adaption of its soil and climate to the production
of cotton, sugar, and rice, the mere cost of transportation would
exclude their cultivation. It appears by Lieutenant Abert's report,
page 499, that freight from Santa Fe to the navigable waters of
the Missouri costs $9 per hundred! So that to get these articles
to market would cost all, if not more than, they could command
in market. The want of navigable rivers and other means of cheap
transportation must limit production to. the consumption of the
country, excepting only livestock, where nature herself furnishes
cheap means of access to distant markets. The distance to the
Missouri River is over eight hundred miles; to the nearest port on
the gulf (in Texas) about one thousand miles; and to Chihuahua
(the nearest market in Mexico), as we have already seen, four
hundred and twenty miles; and that, too, over about two hundred
miles of desert. Taking into view, then, all the circumstances of
t¥e case, let the South go to New Mexico with her slaves if she
C:m. I want no higher guaranty against the introduction of the
evil than such as the facts of the case afford. . . . 20

TRUMAN SMITH then turned to the "even more serious" obstacles
which stood in the way of slavery expansion to Utah Territory.
The eastern rim of the Great Basin was the only portion of "these
desolate regions" that could ever become the abode of civilized
man. There were the same legal and social difficulties for slavery
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as in New Mexico, and the distance to the markets was even
greater. Both Lieutenant Emory and Dr. John Bemhisel, the
agent of the settlers of U tah Territory,21 had expressed the opinion
that slavery could never be established in this region. "Any man
who should even think seriously of taking his slaves into a country
so elevated, and so far removed from good markets, would only be
worthy of a commission of lunacy."22
Smith had admitted as long ago as the autumn of 1 847 that
there was nothing of a practical nature at stake in this dispute;
yet he was not disposed to treat the territorial question lightly,
especially since he had been instructed by his state to support the
Wilmot proviso. Unless the slaveholding states stopped pressing
the slavery issue on the Senate, he would abide by these instructions. Furthermore, the plan of settlement sponsored by Henry
Clay was not a suitable one. It would mean the abandonment of
the principle that land free when obtained should remain free
with legal guarantees; he would not vote to convert free territory
into slave territory by implication. The sections of the bill which
dealt with slavery and the territories were too "artificial, indirect,
contradictory, and repugnant," and would only produce a collision
with the House of Representatives. In brief, Truman Smith
favored the territorial policy of President Zachary Taylor.
Truman Smith's speech of July 8, 1850, contains much to
interest students of the controversy over the expansion of slavery
to the territories. His detailed expression of the thinking which
inspired the territorial. policy supported by Henry Clay, Daniel
Webster and other Congressmen in 1850, is in itself enough to
make it important. Moreover, Truman voiced the territorial policy
of the Taylor administration at that time-an often neglected
aspect of the "Great Debate." As Roor leader of the administration
forces in the Senate, he might well have convinced at least a few
Northern Whigs that the Wilmot proviso was not necessary in
order to keep the Mexican Territories free. More than one latterday Congressman was to indicate awareness of these mid-eentury
remarks; Truman Smith had anticipated most of the arguments
to be used by Stephen A. Douglas and his followers from 1854 on.
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In the event, Truman Smith was wrong when he argued that
slavery could never be taken to the Mexican Territories. This miscalculation did not pass unnoticed during the 1850's. As early as
March 1852, Representative Joshua Giddings of Ohio informed
the House that slaves were being purchased in the neighborhood
of Washington City for employment in the silver mines of the
Territory of New Mexico-a region wh~ch several Northern
gentlemen of the Senate had declared unsuitable for slavery in
1850.23 More than once during the decade a Congressman explained his opposition to the Kansas-Nebraska Act of 1854 or the
Crittenden Compromise of 1861 by reminding his colleagues that
slavery had already entered regions considered unsuitable. Thus
the much publicized remarks of men like Truman Smith could
have fostered the development among Northern Congressmen of
the position that only the Wilmot proviso could guarantee freedom for a territory.
Truman Smith's opinions on slavery in the territories demand
consideration in relation to the "revisionist" interpretation of the
coming of the Civil War. Some historians, who believe that the
natural limits of slavery expansion had been reached by the 1840'S,
have argued that sectional discord on the territorial issue was unnecessary, that the controversy was the result of agitation by partisan anti-slavery politicians. On more than one occasion, Smith,
~ man who sincerely bel~eved that slavery could never be established in the Mexican Territories, considered voting for the
Wilmot proviso. Indeed, by 1850, well before the anti-slavery
politicians had become a significant force, Congressmen from both
sections of the Union were taking uncompromising stands on
the territorial issue, demanding the prohibition or recognition of
the peculiar institution of slavery, while admitting that its natural
limits had been reached. That these limits of slavery expansion
were not the primary question, even to Smith, leads to doubt
about the assumptions underlying the contentions of the "revisionists" on this issue.
Finally, the speech raises an important question which many
Civil War historians have frequently failed to consider: What did
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the ante-bellum generation know about the climate, soil, and
other natural conditions of the western territories? If the opinions
of Congressmen who spoke on the question in the fifteen years
before the Civil War were representative of American opinion in
general, then that generation had little firsthand knowledge of the
region where the slavery controversy centered in the 1850's. Only
a handful of Congressmen had ever set foot in the Mexican Territories, and few went to as much trouble as Truman Smith or
Thomas Hart Benton to obtain accurate information about them.
Most Congressmen probably formed their impressions of New
Mexico and Utah on the basis of reports of the exploring expedition sent by President Polk, articles in periodicals, and speeches
on the subject. In any case, Congressmen were prone to discuss
the western territories in terms of the eastern United States. Only
rarely did a speech by a man such as Joseph Lane of Oregonwho had seen cotton being grown in Arizona in 1848-indicate
that at least a few men living in the 1850'S foresaw the possibilities
for cotton cultivation in the far southwest which would become a
reality a century later. 24
Study of Truman Smith's speech indicates the need for more
systematic and comprehensive scrutiny of the congressional debate on slavery in the territories-as well as of memoirs, diaries,
and newspaper editorials-':'-'in the search for more accurate answers
to a question which still remains unanswered: What did the
people living in the 1840'S and 1850'S believe were the natural
limits of slavery expansion? Then, perhaps, we might be able to
say with certainty whether men like Truman Smith were correct
when they claimed that the sectional controversy over the expansion of slavery to New Mexico Territory was really only a dispute
over an abstraction.
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Much of the Southern opposition to the entry of California was based on
a concern for the legal precedents which would be set by the admission of
a state under such conditions.
12. By 1849-50 few Congressmen were interested in an extension of
the Missouri Compromise line of 1820 to the Pacific, thereby dividing
California into two states. Of the 305 Senators, Representatives, and Territorial Delegates who served in this session, 180 spoke on slavery in the
territories, but only 20 of these Congressmen, all from slaveholding states,
were strong supporters of the extension of the 36° 30' line to the Pacific.
See Hart, Chapter 2.
13. Benton's speech of April 8, 1850, is in the Globe, Appendix, pp.
446-5 0 •
14. This argument by Congressmen who believed that slavery expan~
sion was limited has received relatively little attention. It became even
more significant when Kansas and Nebraska were the territories in
question.
15. For the classic treatment of this subject see Frank Tannenbaum,
Slave and Citizen: The Negro in the Americas (New York, 1947), passim.
16. Congressional Globe, 30 Cong., I Sess., Appendix, pp. 383-93.
17. George Frederick Augustus Ruxton, Life in the Far West (New
York, I8 49)·
18. Josiah Gregg, Commerce of the Prairies, 2 vols. (New York,
1844-45).
19. Lieutenants Emory and Abert were part of the party of army
engineers sent out in 1846 by President Polk to explore the northern

provinces of Mexico. Their reports on this country are contained in
Executive Documents, 30 Cong., I Sess., No. 41.
20. Truman Smith's remarks on "the natural limits of slavery expansion" to New Mexico Territory are in the Congressional Globe, 31
Cong., I Sess., Appendix, pp. I 180-82.
21. A native of New York, Bernhisel had been in Washington sinc~
the beginning of the session. A few weeks before, at the request of
Truman Smith, Dr. Bernhisel had written him a long letter in which he
described the land and the people of Deseret (Utah). Smith also read into
the record letters he had received during the past year from Erastus Snow
and General John Wilson, both of whom had resided in Salt Lake City.
22. Smith's remarks on Utah Territory are in the Congressional Globe,
31 Cong., I Sess., Appendix, pp. 1182-8423· Congressional Globe, 32 Cong., 1 Sess., Appendix, p. 774.
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THE ENIGMA OF MANGAS COLORADAS' DEATH

LEE MYERS

was an enigma; dead more than one
hundred years, his demise has been equally mysterious. Chief of
the murderous Copper Mine band of Apache Indians, 'Yho
ranged much of southern New Mexico, Arizona, and northern
Mexico, he was, physically, a giant among a nation of people of
medium stature, l an outstanding warrior leader of a people who
made savage warfare a way of life, and, what had been unknown
among the Apache before him, a clever and astute statesman. 2
He has been described as being "considerably over six feet in
height" and of massive proportions;8 his prowess in battle was
legendary. These two things alone would have made him a marked
man among his people. The Apache have long been known as a
group of related bands, loosely knit politically. The various divisions, roving and making war whenever and wherever they
pleased, were never inclined to consolidate for greater strength.
Mangas saw in this a weakness, which he attempted to overcome
by offering three of his daughters in marriage to leading men of
as many neighboring tribes, or bands, thus building an alliance
heretofore foreign to his nation.
His own Copper Mine band had become the scourge of southwestern New Mexico. No white settlement or immigrant train
was safe from their savage attacks except through numbers and
constant vigilance. When the War Department withdrew the
troops from Arizona and New Mexico to be dispatched to the
eastern theater of the Civil War, Indian. atrocities increased by
LIVING, MANGAS COLORADAS
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leaps and bounds. Mangas and his followers were blamed for the
lion's share of these outrages.

When the troops were withdrawn: steps were taken in California to organize large numbers of volunteers to take their place
in policing the southwestern frontier. Before these citizens turned
soldiers could reach their assigned stations, however, the red
raiders did much damage and shed much blood. Consequently,
when their commander in the Department of New Mexico, Brigadier General James Henry Carleton/ took over from his predecessor, feeling ran high against the Indians. As Carleton's men
and officers spread out over the state, reoccupying abandoned
military installations and establishing new ones, when the nee~
arose, orders Were issued and reissued to "fight the Indians where
you find them" and to "kill them where you fight them." On
March 5, 1863, Brigadier General Joseph R. West,5 commanding
the District of Arizona, wrote from Mesilla to Captain William
McCleave, at Fort West: "-on foot or mounted, your troops are
to make war against the, Indians. That must be the business of
your command... , Indian women and children are to be taken
captives when possible and reported to these headquarters, but
against the men you are to make war, and war means killing."6
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When the California Volunteers reached southern New Mexico in 1862, Mangas and his band were quite active in the neighborhood of what is now Silver City, harassing the miners of the
newly discovered gold fields,at Pinos Altos, waylaying any wagon
train or stray party of travelers passing through rugged and isolated
Cook's Canyon, 7 a few miles north of present day Deming, and,
otherwise raising particular Hades throughout the area.
So sagacious was Mangas and so bloody the deeds of his followers that it was soon decided that they should receive the primary attentions of the troops. Accordingly, in January '1863,
General West launched an expedition into the Pinos Altos country to strike at the root of the trouble-Mangas and his immediate
followers. 8
Sometime during the night of January 18, Mangas was killed
while under guard of the soldiers at abandoned Fort McLane. 9
The circumstances of his death have been very sketchily covered, a
little here and a little there, 'often biased according to the views or
aspirations of the writers. It has been variously reported as taking
place at Fort McLane or Fort West, New Mexico, or in Arizona.
It has been said that he was killed while attempting to escape
from his guards, and that his guards aggravated him into attempting to escape in order that they might kiII him. Although research
into the subject has turned up material that throws some light on
all of these allegations, much of it is contradictory, and at this late
date it is improbable that all of the contradictions will ever be
clarified. Perhaps the proper approach to the problem would be
to present interested readers with a summary of the conflicting
evidence so that he may realize the enormity of the conflict and
endeavor to form his own opinion as to what may have happened.
The William McCleave Collection of Papers and Memoirs, in
the possession of the Bancroft Library, University of California,
Berkeley, includes a multi-paged, typed account entitled "Our
Scout to Black Canon." This describes an expedition from Fort
West against the Apache,· under the command ()f Major WiIIiam
McCleave. The version of the apprehension of Mangas Coloradas
and his subsequent death is as follows:
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It was here, too, that the warrior, so well known and dreadedMangas Colorado, or Red-Sleaves. . . rode his fierce raids of plunder
and death; and here, but a short time after the establishment of the
post ... that he of the red-sleaves met his fate from the bullet of
a cavalry sergeant; not as such a warrior might be expected to meet,
but while drunk, and a prisoner in the guard-house. . . . The white
Rag had hung amicably from the garrison . . . for several days,
before any of the Indians came into camp, from their hiding places
in the surrounding mountains. A squaw came in first-came with
great trepidation; she was well treated, and told to bring others in;
next day came men, women and children; they were fed and given
small presents; but at last came him for whom all the display had
been made . . . neither they nor we relaxed proper vigilance, and
it needed no twice telling to leave the camp at sunset. Every morning they would return . . . and leave at night as before; neither
putting faith in the other. . . . A temporary treaty was . . . desirable ... and as it seemed equally agreeable to Mangas, we managed
to keep up amicable appearances for some time. But Mangas had
a weakness for whiskey.... This article was not scarce in camp ...
and our visitors took readily all they could get. One day it occurred
that Mangas being unusually social, toddies of unusual strength
and frequency were wasted on him . . . until toward evening he,
surreptitiously obtaining a bottle full of liquor, swallowed a large
portion of it, to the detriment of his locomotive powers. . . . As
he now. began to get noisy, and might be troublesome, ... it was
deemed advisable to put him in charge of the guard, who were
instructed to take care that in his present condition he did not
leave until daylight. Mangas was somewhat indignant and disposed
to resist when the guard led him off. Like many others, "protesting
he would ne'er consent, consented," he was led off quietly, soon
falling into a deep slumber. The night had far advanced to morning
before Mangas awoke.... In an instant he was on his feet, ... but
at that moment the Sergeant of the Guard, loaded carbine at shoulder, stood fronting him. Who shall tell what pictures of woe and
desolation . . . in which the Apache chief was the principal figure,
moved before the soldier's vision, and nerved his hand and heart to
send a bullet surely into the Apache's brain? ... And thus died the
red-sleaved chief . . . and life at this post was monotonous . . .
diversified only by careful scrutiny for Indian signs . . . and by
the interest in the skeleton of Mangas, as prepared by the Post
Surgeon. It was the wonder of all who saw it, and was described
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by the Surgeon as a marvel of size, symmetry, and closeness of bone
texture. The skull was particularly noticeable from the breadth of
forehead and jaw, and from possessing two complete sets of teeth
in each jaw . . . so wide was the lower jaw that nearly any man at
the post could put his face inside it without contact.

This effusion was never finished or signed. At first glance it
might appear to have been written by McCleave, but further
examination reveals very laudatory references to the Major's character, ability, and courage, which is definitely unlike McCleave.
His memoirs and the records of Society of California Volunteers,10 who sponsored most of the collection, show him to have
been mode~t and self-effacing in the extreme. According to John
Barr Tompkins, Head of Public Services, Bancroft Library, a
Doctor George Gwyther, Post Surgeon at Camp Cady, California,
was paid thirty-nine dollars by the Overland Monthly in 1870 for
his rights to the story, making him the probable author. l1
In evaluating this version of Mangas' death it should 'be remembered that it was written several years after the incident, as
a reminiscence, and although the writer does so imply, it is very
questionable whether he was present at the time he claims it
happened.
Perhaps the most widely circulated version is that written by
Daniel Ellis Conner, narrating the experiences of a party of prospectors in New Mexico and Arizona in the early 1860'S.12 Practically besieged by the Apache, the party of thirty-three camped
for several months at abandoned Fort McLane. They were joined
in January 1863 by units of the California Volunteers. Their joint
camp was among the "ruins of an old fort ... made of pine logs."
Conner gives the date as February, but Army reports establish it
as January. Conner's spelling of the fort's name is McLean, an
erroneous spelling extensively used, even by the military stationed
there during its official activity. The location is given as eight
miles north of the "old Southern Route to Calif.,"13 and about
twenty miles east of "Burro Mountain." Another twenty miles to
the northwest was the "Pene Alto" gold field. Conner continues
the narrative as follows:
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Capt. Walker's intention was now settled on . . . [an] effort to
cross the' main ridge to the Pacific side by a western course by the
foot of Burro Mt. 14 But concluded that if we could capture by
strategy one of. the chiefs of the Apaches, to hold as a hostage for
their good conduct, we would be able to proceed with less difficulty,
and began to plan a course by which this end might be carried out.
The federal head chief of all the Apaches was a notorious personage
and was known to keep his headquarters near Pinos Altos at the
time.... The pronunciation of his name by the Mexicans ... was
Mangus Colorado. . . . This is the big brave that we concluded to
entrap. . . . In the meantime while the advance guard of some
Calif. troops en route for the war in the states arrived at our encampment under the command of Capt. Sherland [sic] of the U.S.
Army. He said that he had espied our fresh trail and tracked us up
to see who we were. He had thirty or forty soldiers with him and
informed us that several hundred more were behind him under the
command of Gen. West, Maj. McClane,15 and others.
We were glad to see them, being the only white men that we had
seen for many months. Our pro tern Capt. J. W. Swilling, was
ready now to proceed after Mangus and invited the Capt. and his
soldiers to go with us to Pinos Altos, some of whom accepted the
invitation. We started, leaving some of each party at the old fort in
camp. We arrived at Pinos Altos before night and remained until
morning and succeeded by hoisting the white Bag of drawing some
Indians into our sight. The proposition to make a treaty was entertained by the Indians at a distance. The negotiations were conducted
in broken Spanish on both sides, and after a long and tedious indulgence of prudential precautions by both parties they approached
to a point within easy talking distance. The professions of friendship were here so extremely indulged by both of these high contracting parties, lent at once a patent impunity to a common treachery that froze their words of. love into such hostile motives as might
offer the best advantage to be taken in deadly conflict. Mangus and
three or four of his followers came up, but the main body of his
men remained back on the hillside amongst a profusion of boulders.
. . . Our men now presented' their guns and ordered Mangus to
stand still and surrender, which he did in surprise....
We asked him to tell his people that his safety depended on their
good conduct toward us, and that if they would let us travel in
peace for 'ten moons,' we would send him back in safety to them.
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He talked to his people in gutterals toward the last so that we could
not understand him, and his face wore an air of care and perplexity.
. . . We hurried Mangus off to our camp at old Ft. McLean and
arrived in time to see Gen. West come up with his command. The
Gen. walked out to where Mangus was'in custOdy to see him, and
looked like a pygmy beside the old Chief, who also towered above
everybody about him in stature. . . . Our men kept Mangus. during
that night and the following day the Gen. concluded that he would
take charge of Mangus until the old brave accounted for the loss
of two wagons and teams, which were lost on the Rio Grande del
Norte some months previously.... Two soldiersentineIsnow took
charge of Mangus and kept him all day at a fire built of the old
cabin logs of the fort. . . . Our party had been there long enough
to form a regularly beaten path a hundred and fifty paces in length
on the' west side of the camp by walking sentinel night and day.
The soldiery formed their adjoining camp and the sentinel beat at
right angles to that of ours, so that the two beats came together,
forming a right angle at the fire, where old Mangus was lying on his
blanket, a prisoner.
One soldier walked their beat and one citizen walked our beat,
and two extra sentinels were placed over the person of Mangus. This
was the situation when night came on and it was bitter cold on that
bleak prairie. I was on guard for the fore part of the night, which
was exceedingly dark. Being cold and disagreeable, all but the guard
retired to their blankets early and soon left the camp wrapped in
profound silence. No fire was kept burning except the one at the
junction of the two guard beats, where Mangus lay upon his blankets with his trinket under his head for a pillow.
A while before midnight I noticed Mangus moving now and
then, drawing up his feet restlessly and tucking the lower end of
his blanket with which he was covered, over one foot with the
other. I would walk up to the fire and then walk off in the dark of
my beat to which I had become so accustomed that I could follow
it without difficulty this dark night. When I arrived at the far and
lower end and turned to come back to the fire I noticed that the
soldiers were annoying Mangus in some way and they would become
quiet and silent when I was about approaching the fire, and keep so
until I again walked off in the dark of my beat. But my curiosity as
to what they were doing to the old Indian became aroused and as
soon as I departed into the dark far enough to get beyond the reBec-
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tion of the nrelight I walked rapidly to the lower end of my beat,
then turned and walked leisurely back and observed the sentinels'
pranks.
I could see them plainly by the nrelightas they were engaged in
heating their nxed bayonets in the nre and putting them to the feet
and naked legs of Mangus, who was from time to time trying to
shield his naked limbs from the hot steel. When I came up to the
nre each time they would become innocent and sleepy and remain
so until I departed on my beat again, when they would arouse themselves into the decided spirit of indulging in this barbarous pastime.
I didn't appreciate this conduct one particle, but said nothing to
them at the time and really I had some curiosity to see to what
extent they would indulge it. I was surprised at their ultimate intentions just before midnight when I was about midway of my beat
and approaching the nrelight. Just then Mangus raised himself upon
his left elbow and began to expostulate in a vigorous way by telling
the sentinels in Spanish that he was no child to be played ~th. But
his expostulations were cut short, for he had hardly begun his exclamation when both sentinels promptly brought down their minnie
muskets to bear on him and nred, nearly at the same time through
his body.

Conner's narrative continues, describing the scalping of Mangas next day by a member of the California command, and his
burial in a nearby gully. Then he writes:
A few nights after this, some soldiers dug Mangus' body out again
and took his head and boiled it during the night, and prepared the
skull to send to the museum in New York. ...

Although Conner misspelled names, was wrong about the
month given for the incident, and was mistaken in saying that the
California troops were en route to the eastern theater of war,16
there is little in his story to find fault with except that he seems to
imply that his party assumed the initiative in capturing Mangas,
with the troops going along in a rather come-or-not-as-you-please
manner. These soldiers, members of units of the famed California
Volunteers under the command of hard-bitten Brigadier General
Carleton and Mexican War veteran Joseph Rodman West, had
been in service for two years and had endured one of our history's
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most arduous military marches across the deserts of southern
California and Arizona. 17 During some six months in New Mexico
they had been anything but garrison soldiers, and they certainly
did not follow in the footsteps of a party of frontier gold-seekers,
although it is entirely plausible that they may have used them as
guides and scouts. It is even possible that the idea of entrapping
Mangas was the product of the mind of Joseph Walker, experienced mountaineer leader of Conner's party. This phase of the
story is adequately covered in two official letters, the reports of
Captain E. D. Shirland, who brought Mangas into Fort McLane,
and of West, who commanded the expedition: 18
Fort McLane, January 22nd, 1863.
Captain.
I have the honor to report that in compliance with your orders, I
left your command, (then en route to this place) with twenty men
of Co. "C,n 1st Cavalry, Cal. Vols., on the evening of the 14th
instant for "Los Pinos Altos Mines" in pursuit of a notorious Indian
Chief "Mangas Colorado." Traveling most entirely by night I arrived at Pinos Altos before day, on the evening of the 16th Inst.,
but Mangas receiving some intimation of my coming Bed. I however succeeded in capturing him on the afternoon of the 17th inst.,
and brought him to this post on the following day....
I am Captain Your Obt. Servt.
(Signed) E. D. Shirland,
Capt. Co. "c" 1st Cav. C.V.
To
Capt. Wm. McCleave,
1st. Cavalry Cal. Vols.
Comdg, Post.

General West's report was more comprehensive:
Headquarters, District of Arizona,
Mesilla, January 28, 1863
Capt. Ben. C. Cutler,
Assistant Adjutant-General, Santa Fe:
I have the honor to report the following progress in compliance
with that portion of General Orders, No. I, 1863, that refers to a
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campaign against Mangas Colorado's band of Gila Apaches. The
duties assigned the troops operating under the order named was
deemed of sufficient importance. to induce me to accompany the
command in person and to remain with it as long as I thought I
could be spared from the permanent headquarters of the district.
Capt. Edmund D. Shirland, First Cavalry, California Volunteers,
was detached on the 14th instant with twenty men of his company,
with orders to proceed in advance of the main body to find Mangas
Colorado, known to be in the neighborhood of Pinos Altos. Captain
Shirland was to act according to his best judgement in either
fighting the chief or getting him into his possession. He rejoined
the command on the 18th instant at Fort McLane, bringing Mangas
Colorado with him. Although the chief had to Captain Shirland
the day previous claimed entire domination over all the country
usually ranged by his tribe, and complete authority over all its
members, upon being confronted with one and being charged with
the atrocities that they had committed, he protested his innocence
and endeavored to evade the responsibility. He was made to understand that no such subterfuges would avail him, and that his expressed desire for peace was only instigated by fear of the chastisement which he saw was about to be inflicted upon him and his
people. I determined at once that, although the circumstances under
which he had voluntarily placed himself in n:ty power would not
permit the taking of his life as some retribution for his murders of
our people, security for [sic] required that he never should have it
again in his power to perpetrate such atrocities. He was told that
the remainder of his days would be spent as a prisoner in the hands
ofthe U. S. authorities; that his family would be permitted to join
him, and that he and they would be well treated. He was also distinctly told that upon making any attempt to escape his life would
be the immediate forfeit. On the following morning at I o'clock he
was shot dead by the guard, and his death was immediately reported
to me. I investigated the matter at once. A sergeant and three privates
of Company A, Fifth Infantry, California Volunteers, became his
guard at midnight. Within the succeeding hour he made three efforts
to escape, and was shot on the third attempt. I have thus dwelt at
length upon this matter in order to show that even with a murderous
Indian, whose life is clearly forfeited by all laws, either human or
divine, wherever found, the good faith of the U. S. Military authorities was in no way compromised. Mangas was to have returned to
his tribe at an appointed time. His detention prevented this, and
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being apprehensive that his people would scatter, alarmed at his
absence, I decided to pursue and punish them at once. The steps
taken and their result are shown by the accompanying reports of
Captains Shirland and McCleave, transmitted herewith.
J. R. West,
Brigadier-General, Commanding

Shirland's report has already been quoted; that of McCleave has
little bearing on the question of Mangas' death and will not be
given here. However, a verbatim quote of that portion of General
Orders No. 1/9 mentioned in West's report above, dated Headquarters, Department of New Mexico, Mesilla, January 6; 1863,
pertaining to the effort to apprehend Mangas and his followers, is
of interest.
[Paragraph] I!. ... Brigadier-General West, commanding the District of Arizona, will immediately organize an expedition to chastize
what is known as Mangas Colorado's band of Gila Apaches. The
campaign to be made by this· expedition. must· be a vigorous one,
and. the punishment of that band of murderers and others must be
thorough and sharp. The details of the best methods to achieve
these results are left entirely with General West.
James H. Carleton,
Brigadier-General,
Commanding.

This order, together with Shirland's report to McCleave, indicate that Shirland knew just where he was going and why, and
that his cooperation with Walker's party was incidental.· The
discrepancies between the official reports and Conner's narrative
cause the reader to hesitate about accepting either version in full.
It is evident that General Carleton expected West to eliminate
the threat· of future atrocities by Mangas and was not interested
in how this might be accomplished.
Still a fourth version of Mangas' death, and further description
of his apprehension was written by Conner after the publication
of his narrative of the adventures of Walker's party.20 This complicates the main issue-the exact manner of the chief's death-even
more. Conner's additional comments, in part, are as follows:
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In February, 1863, Capt. E. D. Shirland . . . came trailing into
camp, stating that he was the advance guard ~or a larger force of
several companies not far behind under the command of Gen. J. R.
West. Captain Walker. immediately broached the programme for
the next day and Captain Shirland promptly accepted an invatation
to take part.
Accordingly the next morning before daylight, to avoid detection
and the report of our movements by means of signal smokes, half
of each force was on the road toward the Indian camp, arriving
quite early in the gap.21 At Pinos Altos just before the summit was
reached, John W. Swilling was put in command by Captain Walker,
who remained in camp and who had the soldiers conceal themselves
in the chaparral and in the old shacks, hiding every uniform. All
was silent; not a human being was seen. Suddenly Swilling .issued
a war whoop that might have made an Apache ashamed of himself.
There was only a short delay when Mangas,. a tremendously big
man, with over a dozen Indians for bodyguard following, was seen
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in the distance walking on an old mountain trail toward us, evidently observing us intently. A precipice broke down the mountain
between the two parties and the trail bent up to cross it at a shallow
place, probably 150 yards from us. Jack left us and walked to meet
Mangas, who with his bodyguard slowly but decisively crossed the
ravine.
They both could speak broken Spanish. We could not hear what
was said, but Swilling looked back at us. We interpreted the look
to mean that he wanted to be covered. When our squad suddenly
leveled our guns upon the party, for the first time Mangas showed
appreciation of his serious position. Swilling went up to him and
laid his hand on the chieFs shoulder and finally convinced him that
resistance meant destruction of the whole party. They came walking
toward us, bodyguard and all. When Swilling told Mangas that his
bodyguard wasn't wanted, he stopped with some gutterals and
finally instructed them in Spanish, "Tell my people to look for me
when they see me!" When we passed back over the summit the
soldiers came out of their concealment, disgusting Mangas beyond
measure.

Conner here adds his description of Mangas, as a prisoner at
nearby Fort McLane:
He had a head of hair that reached his waist. His nose was
aquiline and was his one delicate feature, both in size and form.
His receding forehead was in keeping with his receding jaws and
chin. His wide mouth resembled a slit cut in a melon, expressionless and brutal.

The editor, to whom Conner wrote this, continues with a fourth
version of the killing, allegedly told by Clark B. Stocking,22 "who
was a member of a company of California Volunteers."
Stocking tells that, the night before, Mangas had been told by
Colonel West that he had murdered his last white victim. The old
chief replied that for the last five years he had kept his young men
from killing the whites. The colonel replied that the Indian had
best look down the canon, where there were white bones of over
500 men, women and children. The officer then, according to
Stocking, addressed the guards, James Collyer and George Mead,
in this wise. "Men, that old murderer has got away from every
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soldier command and has left a trail of blood for 500 miles on the
old stage line. I want him dead or alive tomorrow morning, do you
understand? I want him dead." About 10 o'clock one of the guards
went around in the rear of the adobe [a roofless building at Fort
McLane] and threw a large rock against the wall. This caused the
old chief to make a sudden start, when he was shot dead by the
guard who promptly reported that the Indian had been killed
while trying to escape. To assure tlle death of the chieftain, a sergeant rushed in, pistol in hand and shot him through the head.
According to Stocking, his company, in the month of January, 1863,
was ordered up to Pinos Altos to subdue Mangas, with whom was
supposed to be a force of more than 3,000 Apaches. At Apache Tejo
they found Walker, who with a few prospectors was looking up the
country, "but they were citizens and were waiting for the soldiers
to clear the way." According to this tale, Mangas was induced to
come into camp by Captain Sheldon [sic], who went out to Pinos
Altos with a force of twenty men. Stocking believes the killing was
justified, though there was no honor in it, "for Mangas had killed
many a woman and child besides torturing men by throwing them
into a bunch of chollas. He got what he deserved and no one in
our command pitied him or cried about it."

In seeking for the truth surrounding Mangas' death the interested reader must surely ask how four versions, all of which
have been left us by parties who declared, or implied, that they
had been present at the time, could be so completely at variance.
The reaction of most will be no doubt that someone, perhaps one,
involved in these accounts, was guilty of pulling the long bow.
Conner's version appears to bear the light of investigation better
than the other unofficial stories; yet it too leaves questions. Archival research lends some credence to Stocking's version which
differs about the circumstances of Mangas' custody. Official records of the California Volunteers 23 reveal that Stocking was a
private in Company A, Fifth Infantry, and that the company was
stationed at Mesilla "until January, 1863; then at Pinos Altos until
March, 1863," as Stocking's account states. Muster rolls of Company A, Fifth Infantry, California Volunteers,24 turn up a Private
James Collyer, and a Private Meade, but the latter's first name is
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listed as John v., instead of George; All three of these men were
mustered into Company A at Camp Union, California, on October 2, 186 I, and were mustered out of service at Mesilla, New
Mexico, on November 30, 1864, by reason of expiration of
servIce.
.Much has been written in condemnation of the part played in
Mangas' death by the California Volunteers, and of General
Carleton's personal attitude towards the Indians of the Territory
of New Mexico. Although the writers are sharp in their condemnation, they are lax in giving a true picture of the precarious and
defenseless condition of the frontier when the California men
marched in with instructions to make order out of chaos; and of
the desperate position of the federal government at that time,
buffeted by defeat in the South and bloody ravages by the Indians
on the frontier.
Most of the contemporary writers who have related the incident of Mangas' death condemn the soldiers for decapitating
Mangas and placing his head on display. Conner's account tells
of an incident, which occurred shortly before Mangas' capture
and death: 25
We came in sight of Stein's Peak ... we saw what we supposed
smoke arising from its foot... '. Some of the men went to investigate the cause of the smoke and found three white men.... They
were hanging by their ankles all in a row to a horizontal pinon limb.
Their hands were tied behind them and their heads hung to within
a foot of the ground and a little fire' had been built under each
head. They were dead and the skin and hair had burned off of
their skulls, giving them a ghastly appearance as they swung there
perfectly naked....

Before we shed too many tears over the brutality of the military, it would be well to remember that they at least waited until
the Chief was dead before they cooked his head.
The ascription of the incident to Arizona stemmed from faulty
knowledge of the history and geography of the area, and it appears
that the California Volunteers were the chief offenders in this

302

NEW MEXICO HISTORICAL REVIEW XLI:4 1966

respect. Official correspondence from the post of Fort McLane
during its period of activity in 186 I designates it as being in New
Mexico, but when the Volunteers took over, there and in other
sections of southern New Mexico, their correspondence was
headed Arizona, or Arizona Territory. The fact that a Military
District of Arizona was established, with headquarters at Hart's
Mill, now £1 Paso, Texas, later transferred to Mesilla, New Mexico, did not help the situation any. Late in 1863 official correspondence again carried the heading New Mexico. 26 Later, some
writers unfamiliar with these facts apparently assumed that the
Chief met his death within the actual borders of Arizona.
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THE MANCO BURRO PASS MASSACRE

JANET LECOMPTE

ON

JUNE 19, 1848, a party of fourteen men and two children
was attacked by Jicarilla Apaches in Manco Burro Pass in southeastern Colorado, very near the present New Mexico state line.
Four of the men died and all but two of the rest were wounded;
the children and all the animals were captured. Miraculously, the
survivors-wounded, without food, on foot-managed to get out
of the mountains without further molestation by the Indians. The
account of one of them, published herewith, is more than a good
description of the massacre. It is a testament to the strength of
man's instinct for survival.
Manco Burro Pass (now called San Francisco Pass) is a cut
through the series of high mesas that stretch at right angles from
the Sangre de Cristo Mountains eastward along the ColoradoNew Mexico state line. The top of the pass is in Colorado, two or
three miles north of the New Mexico line and 8,250 feet above
sea level. At the summit is a valley a quarter of a mile wide between two rock walls rising straight up nearly a thousand feet on
either side to the top of a mesa which is called-depending upon
what map you are looking at, Barilla Mesa, Raton Mesa, Chicorica
Mesa, or Bartlett Mesa. The mesa slopes are abundantly wooded
with pine, spruce, locust, and scrub oak, and watered by swift
mountain streams, Manco Burro Creek (San Francisco Creek) on
the north, and the west fork of Chicorica Creek on the south.
Since Spanish Colonial times, the most frequently traveled trail
through these mesas has been over Raton Pass between Trinidad,
Colorado, and Raton, New Mexico. In the seventeenth and
eighteenth centuries, Spanish traders to the Apache and Co-
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manche, who inhabited the Arkansas valley at successive periods,
came north through Raton Pass with their strings of burros packed
with trade goods. In the 1830'S, after the Bent brothers built their
big adobe fort on the Arkansas, many Santa Fe traders brought
their wagons past Bent's Fort and through Raton Pass, instead of
by the Cimarron cutoff which left the Arkansas River near present
Dodge City, Kansas, and made a beeline across the Cimarron
desert to the valley of the Canadian River in New Mexico.
The Raton route had advantages over the Cimarron route.
There was, in the early years at least, less danger from hostile
Indians, and far more wood, water, and grass; but the road over
the pass itself was difficult for wagons. Big boulders, fallen trees,
and thick stands of timber blocked passage, and smaller rocks
pried off wagon wheels and snapped axletrees. When Colonel
Kearny and his Army of the West came through the pass in the
summer of 1846, parts of wagons were left scattered all along
the trai1. 1 From that time on, most of the wagons to New Mexico
took the shorter and more level road over the Cimarron desert.
Even before the accounts of Kearny's march proved officially
that Raton Pass was rough for wagons, other travelers had
searched for an easier passage through the mesas. At an undetermined date, some Mexican traders on their way to the northern
plains took a burro pack train up the canyon of the west fork of
Chicorica Creek to its headwaters. At the top, one of the burros
went lame and the Mexicans named the pass and the little stream
that led out of it to the north, Manco Burro (lame burro),2
Years later, in the spring of 1846, Charles Bent and his wagons
crossed Trinchera Pass, far to the east; at the same time, Charles
Town and Pedro Luna took the Manco Burro Pass road. When
the two parties met at Bent's Fort, they discussed the advantages
of each route. In a letter, dated at Bent's Fort, June I I, 1846,
Charles Bent wrote:
Charly Town & Pedro Luna passed some miles west betwean whare
I passed and the old Rattone Road the[y] report that, that rout is
fine and nothing to be done except to cut away some oake brush
to make it a perfectly easy route, a plenty of Wood, Watter, &
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Grass, they reporte that to leave the Animas [Purgatory River] in
the morning with Waggons, they can get onto Red River [Canadian]
in the eavening, this is almost too good say that it could be crossed
in two dayes, it is nne. I shall try and have it explored this sumer.3

But in the summer of 1846 Kearny's wagons scrambled over
Raton Pass to conquer New Mexico and to change for all time
the conditions under which the Bent brothers had operated successfully on the Arkansas for the past thirteen years. Less than a
year later, Charles Bent, now governor of New Mexico, was
murdered by a resentful populace. Two years later Bent, St. Vrain
& Co. went out of business, partly because the new traffic between
Missouri and Santa Fe used the Cimarron route almost exclusively, leaving Bent's Fort in a backwater on the Arkansas.
Other trading posts on the Arkansas were hurt by the American
occupation of New Mexico. Seventy miles upstream from Bent's
Fort the inhabitants of a little trading post called Pueblo began to
abandon it in the spring of 1848. Pueblo's largest exodus was led
by Alexander Barclay, George Simpson, and others, who had
bought land on the Mora River in northeastern New Mexico and
planned to build Fort Barclay there. At the end of April they
started south with a straggling caravan of wagons, cattle, horses,
pigs, chickens, dogs, and children. Although they saw signs of
Apaches, they crossed Raton Pass undisturbed. On the other side
they met a camp of Utes, who had captured an American trader
named Mundy and his six wagons. The Utes said that they were
l<eeping the trader and his small train safe from the hostile
Apache, and they released him unscathed except for some pilferage of his goods. 4
The Americans believed neither in the Utes' peaceful intentions nor the Apaches' determined hostility, and they were probably wrong on both counts. They should have been aware of
Apache hatred of Americans, which had been smouldering for the
last decade. In 1832 the Apache had begun a war on the inhabitants of the Mexican state of Chihuahua. To defend the frontier
settlements against their depredations, the Governor of Chihuahua hired a St. Louis Irishman named James Kirker to command a
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guerrilla force to fight the Indians, offering him a bounty on
Apache scalps in addition to his pay. With a band of over a hundred American adventurers, including some Shawnee and Delaware Indians, Kirker roamed Chihuahua, Sonora, and New Mexico, killing and scalping all the Indians he saw, peaceful or hostile,
young or old, man, woman, or child. When the Governor began
to suspect that some of the scalps he paid for were not Indian but
Mexican, he set a price on Kirker's head, which was never
collected. 5
In 1846 Kirker took his last Apache scalp and joined the
American forces in New Mexico. The weary and hunted Apache,
who had lost many hundreds of their people to Kirker's gang,
began to creep forth seeking revenge against the compatriots of
the killer. In 1846 they murdered an American named Crombeck
near Embudo, New Mexico, crushing his skull and slitting his
belly in their fury.6 Shortly afterwards they offered their services
against the invading Americans to the New Mexico governor. 7
In 1847 they robbed and murdered a party of men coming from
Pueblo on the Arkansas to Taos. When Indian agent Thomas
Fitzpatrick reported the murders, he remarked that most of their
hostilities were now aimed at Americans. 8 And then, in 1848,
who should come out from Taos to rescue Mr. Mundy from his
Ute "protectors" but James Kirker himself! His appearance would
not have gone unnoticed and could not have failed to quicken
the animosity of his former victims. 9
Twenty miles south of Pueblo was another little settlement on
the Greenhorn River. Here a storekeeper named John Brown
watched the emigration from Pueblo go past his house towards
New Mexico. He, too, decided to leave the region before he
withered on the vine; by June 6, he had settled his accounts,
packed up his wife Luisa and their nine-month-old son, and prepared to depart,lo Among those who joined him was a trader
named Archibald Charles Metcalf, employed by the Taos firm
of Maxwell & Quinn. He had been buying Bour and other goods
from John Brown's little store since March to trade to the Utes
in the Wet Mountain Valley. Metcalf's trading had produced
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six hundred fine Ute-dressed deerskins, which he packed on the
backs of mules and horses to take to the Taos store of Maxwell
& Quinn. l l Metcalf's employer, Lucien B. Maxwell, who had
joined. him at Greenhorn with a herd of horses ,he had brought
from the crossing of the Arkansas and was now taking to New
Mexico, made another member of Brown's party.~2 With Maxwell
was his devoted servant, Indian George, who had been the
servant of George Bent until Bent's death in October 1847.13
Charles Town, who had rediscovered Manco Burro Pass two
years earlier, appeared at Greenhorn in June 1848. He had just
returned from the east and, being a Ute trader, probably had an
interest in some of the animals or deerskins being taken to New
Mexico. 14 Also along was a half-breed trader to the Utes named
Pasqual Riviere, or Rives, commonly known as "Blackhawk," who·
had bought his trade goods from John Brown that spring and had
probably been with Metcalf on his trading trips to the Wet
Mountain valley.15 There were probably more traders and peons,
and perhaps even some women and children besides Luisa Brown
and her baby boy.
About June 7th or 8th the party started south-perhaps a dozen
men with a hundred animals, some of them packed with deerskins.
On June 12 the party had traveled forty miles from Greenhorn to
a creek later known as Apache Creek. Here a party of Jicarilla
Apache attacked and drove off Maxwell's pack train of thirty
mules, fifty horses, and six hundred deerskins. 16 Pursuing the
fleeing horsemen, the Indians began to overtake Mrs. Brown, who
was astride her horse with her baby clutched to her. The men
shouted to her to throw the baby away before the Indians could
capture her; indignantly the mother refused. When she carrie to
a deep arroyo, with the Indians close behind her, she put her arm
tightly around the baby's neck and clasped him to her side. Spurring her horse, she forced it to jump the chasm and they raced
back to Greenhorn, leaving the Indians behind. 17 Meanwhile the
men took cover in the arroyo and managed to defend themselves.
When the Indians finally rode off, they left three dead braves.
behind them. The party returned to Greenhorn and regrouped,
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but John Brown and his family and Archibald Metcalf wisely
declined to go further. After the death of the three Indians, the
travelers now faced certain vengeance. 18
While the men were reorganizing at Greenhorn on June 14,
Captain S. A. Boake of the Missouri Mounted Volunteers left
Taos with fifty men to "operate against" the Apache, who had
so worried Mr. Mundy's Ute protectors. Captain Boake found
the Apache trail and followed it through the Raton Mountains
to the Purgatory River in the vicinity of present Trinidad, Colorado. There he surprised an Apache camp and had a skirmish
that lasted only a few minutes for the Indians retreated in haste.
The troops captured thirty-two head of mules and horses-doubtless some of those taken from Maxwell at Apache Creek a few
days earlier-and then, instead of following up their little victory,
they turned tail and went back to Taos, on the excuse that their
captain was ill. 19 Typical of U.S. Army operations against Indians
in this period, Captain Boake's fiasco served only to increase the
hatred and contempt of the Apache for Americans, and to
ensure that the next party should not pass into New Mexico
unchallenged. 20
In the second week of June 1848, Charles Town, Lucien
Maxwell, and Blackhawk left Greenhorn for Bent's Fort, to try
another route to New Mexico. Somewhere along the way they
added two other men to their party-Little Beaver, a Delaware
Indian trapper who had lived in and around Pueblo for some
years, and a man named Piles who had worked as a laborer for
Alexander Barclay and others at Pueblo. 21 They also took along
Mary and James Tharp, aged six and four, whose father, trader
William Tharp, had been killed by the Comanche in June 1846
on his way from Pueblo to St. Louis. These little ones were going
to relatives in Taos, for their mother was unable or unwilling to
care for them any longer at Pueblo. 22 At Bent's Fort they were
joined by Elliott Lee of St. Louis, a survivor of the massacre at
Taos two years earlier that had brought death to his brother
Stephen Louis Lee; and by Peter Joseph de Tevis, a wealthy
merchant originally from the West Indies, known at Taos simply
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as Peter Joseph. Then there were peons, those named being Jose
Cortez, Andres Fernandez, Faustfn Trujillo, and Jose del Carnue1
(who may be the same man as Jose Cortez).
The party set out from Bent's Fort about the sixteenth of June,
fourteen men and their horses, and the two little Tharp children.
They headed straight up the Santa Fe trail towards Raton Pass,
but on the Purgatory River they saw signs of Apache. They decided to avoid Raton by veering off towards the east and taking
what Charles Town had called "a perfectly easy route" through
Manco Burro Pass. At noon on June 19 they reached the little
valley at the top of the pass. There they stopped to rest and eat
their lunch under the high canyon walls, letting their horses
graze a short distance away. The rest of the story is best told by
Elliott Lee in a letter written a month later:
Lodo Moro, New Mexico
July 19th, 1848
On the 19th ultimo, a party of us, fourteen in number, were
attacked by about 150 Indians, on the head waters of Red River,
and near the Ratoan [sic] mountains. We had been encamped about
one hour, and just in the act of eating our dinner, when we were
alarmed by the yells of the Indians, while they were in the act of
running off our animals, which were grazing a short distance from
us. As they passed us, we fired on them; but they were so far off that
our shots had no effect. In about twenty minutes they all returned, .
surrounded our camp, and set fire to the grass around us, with the
view of driving us from our position, which we were inclined to
keep, with a view of saving our baggage, or a portion of it. But in
this we were foiled! We, however, defended ourselves for about four
hours, firing at the enemy every opportunity we had. Our position
not being a good one, they had the decided advantage of us. We
defended ourselves until five of our party were slightly wounded,
and one killed. We now determined to retreat to the mountains, as
the last and only alternative. On retreating, I received two shots,one in the left thigh, the ball passing through the thigh, though
fortunately, not breaking the bone; the other on the middle finger
of the left hand. Charles Town, who was ahead of me, received a
shot in one of his legs, which broke it. He, of course, fell, and not
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being able to walk, was left to the mercy of the Indians. That was
the last I saw of him. There was a Spaniard who was shot in the
kidneys, before we left camp, who also was left. Our number now
consisted of eleven, eight of us wounded, all of whom succeeded in
making our escape. Night came on; we traveled until we came to
water, when we huddled ourselves as near together as possible, for
the purpose of resting and trying to sleep. Having lost every thing
save what we had on our backs, we suffered much from cold, and
could not sleep. The next day we moved off up the mountain where
we cached ourselves till night, being afraid to travel in the day time.
On the night of the 20th we all put out for Taos, distant about 80
miles. Those of the party that were wounded, were slightly so, and
generally in the arms and body, with the exception of myself and
one man, whose ankle was slightly injured. My wound being in
the thigh, rendered it very difficult for me to walk. Consequently the
party had to wait for me to come up, frequently. We had traveled
but a short distance, when they left me. I hailed them, but could
receive no answer; so I was left within two miles of the battle
ground, and in sight of the fires of the Indian village. I determined
not to give up, but pursued my journey, keeping near the water
course until I struck the Bent's Fort road, leading to Santa Fe. On
the third day out, I fortunately came to an Indian camp, which,
from all appearances, must have been deserted but a very short time.
Their fires were still burning, and part of an antelope was left on
the ground, which I helped myself to, not having eating anything
for four days. I filled my shot pouch with meat, and again pursued
my journey, traveling day and night in the best way I possibly could,
for I was very lame, and could not make more than a mile an hour.
Some times I crawled, and in fact got along any way and every way
I could. The seventh day I came to fresh wagon tracks, and, greatly
to my astonishment, for I had no expectation that any of the traders
would think of leaving the Santa Fe road. This so much elated me
that I spurred up, and, in a short time, came in sight of the train,
consisting of four wagons, a company of Miners, the Messrs. Jackson,
and Mr. Thos. O. Boggs, who had left the main road with a view
of going to Taos. So soon as they discovered me, they sent a horse
and a man to me, who aided me to the train, when I received every
attention that was in their power to bestow on me. The next day
we started in the direction of Taos, but were induced to change our
route, from having discovered a party of Indians, and it was thought
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advisable not to attempt to cross the mountains with so small a
force; whereupon, we came to this point. 23
I am happy to say to you that I am, in a manner, well, and will
proceed on to Santa Fe tomorrow. The other men of our defeated
party arrived in Taos in a worse condition, as I informed them, than
I was when I was picked up; one of whom, a Spaniard, has since
died of his wounds. They reported me as most unquestionably dead.
Indeed it was very natural, for I think, in a thousand trials of the
same kind, in not one could a person escape,
Respectfully, your obedient servant,
ELLIOTI' LEE.

P.S. Every letter that was entrusted to my care, has been lost. The
distance I traveled in the seven days, is said, by those who know, to
be 80 miles.

There is Elliott Lee's story. Notably, he does not blame his comrades for deserting him when he could not keep up with them, nor
does he blame himself and them for leaving the wounded Charles
Town to the mercy of the Indians-every man for himself. But
there were little acts of heroism and devotion that Elliott Lee does
not mention. When Maxwell was shot in the neck and fainted,
Indian George left cover to get water in his hat for his wounded
master, and later carried him out of the canyon on his back,25 And
\\Then Indian George was wounded, Maxwell brought him water
in the same way.26
As Lee pointed out in his letter from Mora, there were many
worse off than he after the fight. Charles Town, Blackhawk, Jose
Cortez, and Jose del Carouel died at Manco Burro Pass. After
deserting Elliott Lee, the rest of the party stumbled on towards
Taos, with Peter Joseph, who was unhurt, going in advance to get
help. From Taos, Major Reynolds and forty men rode out with
Dick Wootton as guide. They found the wounded survivors thirty
miles away and brought them back to Taos, where Andres Fernandez soon died of his wounds. 27
There were other losses. The Indians captured the Tharp children early in the Bight. For some reason this was not reported in
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newspaper accounts. Three months later the children were redeemed by American merchants at Taos for the sum of $160,28
but the little girl died soon afterwards. 29 The Indians undoubtedly
suffered casualties from the desperate defense of the Americans,
although they later acknowledged only the death of their chief,
Chino. 30 According to Kit Carson, who arrived at St Louis from
New Mexico in August, Maxwell had lost eighty head of horses
and mules in this engagement 3! In 1854 Maxwell & Quinn filed
a claim for $7200 for the loss of thirty mules, fifty horses, and six
hundred buckskins stolen by Jicarilla Apache Indians on June 12,
1848. Peter Joseph and Faustfn Truhill (Trujillo) were witnesses.
The claim was not allowed because it was filed three years after
the statute limitation had run out. This was before the Jicarilla
Apache signed any treaty with the United States indemnifying
depredations committed by their tribe. 32
Not many years after the massacre, the odd and interesting
name of "Manco Burro" was abandoned for a more commonplace
one. About 1865, new settlers named their town, the creek, and
the pass San Francisco,33 and this name survived. Nevertheless
old-timers in the vicinity still talk about the Manco Burro Pass
massacre of 1848.
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and the horses were probably those he had furnished Col. William Gilpin,
who had camped near Rayado on the Mora River in March while outfitting his soldiers for a campaign against the Comanche. By the end of
May Gilpin had returned his forces to Fort Mann at the crossing of the
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Letter of Lt. Col. W. Gilpin, Fort Mann, Aug. I, .1848, H. Exec. Doc. I,
30th Cong., 2d Sess" (Ser. 537), pp. 136-14°' Supporting this conjecture
is the account by Richens 1. Wootton in H. 1. Conard's "Uncle Dick"
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13. Calvin Jones's Testimony, Trinidad, Colo., April 9, 1885, Transcript of Record, Maxwell Land Grant et al., vs. Guadalupe Thompson
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with A. W. Archibald, Trinidad, Colo., Dec. 25, 1907, Cragin Collection,
Pioneers' Museum, Colorado Springs, Colo. Or a Mexican named Jorge
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Cragin's notes of an interview with Jesse Nelson, Smith Canon Ranch,
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mountains via the Arkansas River, perhaps in company with Elliott Lee
and Maxwell from Fort Mann west. Louise Barry, "Kansas Before 1854:
A Revised Annals," Kansas Historical Quarterly, vol. 31 (1965), p. 163.
A sketch of Town by the present writer appeared in Hafen, vol. I (Glendale, Calif., 1965), pp. 391-97.
15. F. W. Cragin's notes of an interview with Tom Autobees, Avondale, Colo., Nov. 10, 1907, Cragin Collection; Santa Fe Republican, June
28, 1848, p. 2.
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in a claim presented March 10, 1854. "Claims for Indian Depredations in
New Mexico," H. Exec. Doc. 122, 35th Cong., 1st Sess. (Ser. 959), p. II.
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hundred animals. Maxwell's Fight with the Apaches, June 20, 1848, Ritch
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17. F. W. Cragin's notes of an interview with Mrs. Felipe Ledoux,
Las Vegas, N. M., June 17, 19°8, Cragin Collection; 1. A. Ingersoll,
Ingersoll's Century Annals of San Bernardino County, 1769-1904 (Los
Angeles, 1904), p. 651.
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21. Diary of Alexander Barclay, under date of June 27, 1848.
22. Janet Lecompte, "William Tharp," in Hafen, vol. 3.
23. Tom Boggs was reported to have left Missouri on May 28 with
Preston Beck, Samuel Wethered, George Estes, Henry O'Neil, Elliott
Lee, Smith D. Town and Charles Town, although Charles Town obviously could not have left the Missouri border as late as May 28 and
participated in the fray at Apache Creek fifteen days later. See Barry,
p. 163. Jim Beckwourth claimed that he was the one who first discovered
Elliott Lee and delivered him to the wagon train. Beckwourth was indeed
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Bonner, Life and Adventures of James P. Beckwourth, New York, 1931,
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26. Cragin, notes of an interview with Jesse Nelson.
27. Santa Fe Republican, June 28, 1848, p. 2; Missouri Statesman,

Aug. 4, 1848, copied from the St. Louis Republican, copy in Colorado
State Historical Society Library, Denver; Greiner,"Maxwell's Fight." Dick
Wootton gives a good picture of the state the survivors were in when
the troops reached them, Conrad, p. 2 I 6.
28. Greiner, "Maxwell's Fight." Dick Wootton set the amount of the
ransom at $250, Conrad, p. 217.
29. Cragin, notes of an interview with Pedro Sandoval, Mora, N. M.,
June 12, 1908.
30. Greiner, "Maxwell's Fight."
31. "Arrival of Kit Carson from California," Missouri Statesman,
Aug. 4, 1848. If these horses and mules are in addition to the 80 animals
lost on Apache Creek, then Maxwell and Quinn did not make a claim
against the government for them. It is more likely that a single claim included the losses in both engagements.
32. Claims for Indian Depredations in New Mexico, H. Exec. Doc.
r22, 35th Cong., 1st Sess. (Ser. 929), p. I I. The statute was the "Act to
regulate Trade and Intercourse with the Indian Tribes," of June 30, 1834,
reported in Niles National Register, July 26, 1834, p. 373.
33. Testimony of William R. Walker, Las Vegas Hot Springs, N. M.,
May 20, 1885, U. S. vs. Maxwell Land Grant Co., p. 387. For a brief
period the stream and pass were named "Ahogadera," referring to the
drowning of some sheep in the vicinity.
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NEW MEXICO'S SMALLPOX EPIDEMIC OF 1780-1781

MARC SIMMONS

ANYONE who carefully surveys the history of colonial New
Mexico must be struck by the frequent references to epidemic
disease. Periodic waves of sickness swept over the province carrying off hundreds of citizens, both Indian and Spanish, and seriously disrupting the lives of survivors. If only from the social and
economic standpoint, infectious disorders were extremely costly.
In evaluating losses, we must go even further and take into account the psychological effects produced by the epidemics which
devastated the New Mexico settlements with relentless regularity.
Apparently no decade in the eighteenth century was entirely
free from a major plague of one variety or another. And yet the
history of epidemiology in New Mexico remains an untapped
field. I Surprisingly little is known of the extent and virulence of
the prevailing illnesses, but if the tragic story could be told in full,
it would no doubt reveal much information on such topics as
settlement patterns, fluctuations of populations, and mission history. The present paper attempts no such ambitious undertaking.
Rather it focuses on a single case-the great smallpox epidemic
of 1780 to 1781.
Of the several affiictions plaguing New Mexico in colonial
times, none was as constant or as fatal as smallpox. Variola, its
technical name, is an acute infectious disease distinguished by
high fever and eruptions of the skin which leave severe disfiguring
scars. It strikes individuals of all ages, passing by direct contact,
but the young, the old, and the undernourished are the most
susceptible.

320

NEW MEXICO HISTORICAL REVIEW XLI:4 1966

Those surviving an attack of smallpox obtained the gift of lifelong immunity, which explains in part why the disease tended to
occur in cycles-after a widespread epidemic, a period of years is
needed for an unprotected population to grow Up. 2 In the early
eighteenth century, inoculation appeared in Europe and within
several decades was known in the Viceroyalty of New Spain. 3
This technique involved transplanting pus from the pustules of a
smallpox victim into an incision in the skin of a healthy person.
The resultant infection was ordinarily mild and chances for survival far greater than in cases of infection through ordinary contact. 4 For various reasons, inoculation never became popular in
Central Mexico, and it is doubtful if it was employed at all in
New Mexico during colonial times. 5
In 1799 Edward Jenner published the results of his experiments
which demonstrated that a person vaccinated with cowpox
material would thereafter be immune from smallpox. 6 His evidence was so conclusive that vaccination rapidly spread around
the world and within five years had been introduced even into
the remote province of New Mexico. 7 As of 1780, however, the
people of the Upper Rio Grande Valley had little or no protection
from the ravages of this terrible disease.
Without physicians or precise knowledge of the pathology of
smallpox, the affiicted in New Mexico were obliged to fall back
upon their own pitifully inadequate home remedies and herbal
formulas. They sought the spiritual consolation of the Church as
a matter of course. In times of epidemics the clergy did more than
administer the last rites and bury the dead; they did their best to
alleviate the distress of their congregations by serving as friarphysicians.
That they were largely ineffectual may be attributed, not to lack
of zeal, but to inadequate medical knowledge and the scarcity of
pharmaceutical supplies. With the meager means at hand, the
priests administered simple medicines and practiced phlebotomy,
or bleeding, of patients. For a time in the eighteenth century, a
kind of hospital was even maintained at San Felipe Pueblo by the
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Franciscan fathers, but the relief it provided during a severeepidemic must have been negligible. 8
Although outbreaks of smallpox occurred regularly during the
eighteenth century, the remaining records indicate that the epi~
demic of 1780-1781 proved most disastrous, causing great loss of
life and producing severe dislocations in society and in the missionary program. Unhappily, only a few details of this frightful
tragedy survive, although the information which can be gleaned
from the records does convey some impression of the impact which
smallpox had on colonial life.
The first portent of disaster appeared in late spring of 1780
with a Hare-up of smallpox in the larger towns. Albuquerque was
among those hardest hit, for thirty-one of its citizens succumbed
to the pestilence. 9 Throughout the summer and into autumn,
the number of cases steadily declined, and it perhaps seemed as
if the disease had spent its fury. But a second and more virulent
onrush was just around the corner.
At the beginning of January 1781, Father Juan Jose Hinojosa
at San Felipe P~eblo wrote tersely in the margin of his burial
register, "This year smallpox is expected."lo All too soon the
ominous prediction was to prove justified.
Again the larger population centers were to receive the first
shocks, as the sickness crept up the Rio Grande Valley. In Santa
Fe, 142 victims were claimed in January and February before the
epidemic tapered off in early March. The crest was perhaps
reached on February 21 when the parish priest gave up trying to
list the deceased individually in his register and recorded the
woeful toll in numbers only: "On this day I gave ecclesiastical
burial to fifteen souls-ten adults and five children."ll It was
proper under ordinary circumstances for persons to be buried the
day after death, but under pressure of the epidemic, many had to
be consigned to the ground on the same day as their passing.
The presidial garrison in Santa Fe suffered along with the
rest of the population. Fortunately, most of the soldiers were
absent in the field during the height of the distress, but the gov-
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ernor reported on February I that twelve of those who remained
in Santa Fe had fallen il},12 By the end of the month a total of 27
had come down with the disease, and several burial certificates
still exist wherein the· military chaplain, Father Juan Bermejo,
records that he gave ecclesiastical burial in the military chapel,
Our Lady of Light, to such and such a soldier, a victim of small13
poX. Several other deaths were reported among the troops during
the month of March, including that of a soldier who had contracted smallpox and died in Santa Cruz de la Canada. 14
The mournful tolling of church bells continued to be heard
downriver at Albuquerque where nineteen persons, fifteen adults
and four children, died between January 9 and February 6. 15 On
the latter date, the burial entries abruptly ceased.
In spite of the misery in the Spanish towns, the real brunt of
the sickness fell on the Indian pueblos. At Sandia, north' of Albuquerque, the priest ticked off the names of the dead as they were
carried to their graves, and in the margin of his parish book he
recorded the cause of death in each case: De B- (De Viruelas) ,
Then he hurried on to tend the afHicted in the neighboring Spanish communities of Bernalillo, Alameda, and Corrales. 16
At San Felipe, where Father Hinojosa had expressed fear of
smallpox at the beginning of the year, 130 deaths were noted for
February alone,l7 Equally appalling were the counts from the
pueblos farther north. At Santo Domingo 230 Indians, young and
old, died during February and the first week of March. 18 Neighboring Cochiti registeredI06 deaths, including those of several
Spaniards from nearby farming settlements. 19 At Santa Clara the
priest headed his burial register for the year 178 I with the words
Abundanzia de Biruelas (Abundance of Smallpox) and then proceeded to fill the pages with the names of the 106 persons, Spanish and Indian, who perished. 20
By late March or early April, the force of the epidemic began
to subside along the Rio Grande, though cases continued to appear
through October. Out on the periphery of the province, however,
the pestilence gathered new strength with Pecos Pueblo on the
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east, and the Zuni and Hopi villages on the west, suffering the
ravages of the disease to the end of the year.
Bancroft claims that a total of 5,025 Pueblo Indians died in the
terrible sickness. 21 Neither this figure nor those cited above tell
us how many people actually contracted smallpox. The fatality
rate in an epidemic usually ranged from ten to fifty per cent of
those infected. 22 It is known, however, that practically one hundred per cent of persons not immune will acquire the disease
when exposed. 23 Therefore we may assume that the mortality
statistics represent only a fraction of those affiicted in New Mexico
during the period 1780-1781.
Late in the year 1781, Commandant General Teodoro de Croix
assessed the damage caused by the pestilence and judged that because of the great reduction of population in many Indian villages,
the number of missions should be reduced by consolidation. 24 The
friars, always loath to yield ground, protested this directive, but to
no effect since practical necessity dictated the retrenchment policy.
The extent to which the epidemic influenced other spheres of
provincial life can only be guessed. The loss of many young men
and women in their prime certainly caused a drain on the labor
force and must have placed a severe strain on numerous households. This was true for both Indians and Spaniards. Lacking
immunity, the Pueblo people were particularly susceptible to
smallpox, and their mode of living, crowded together in closed,
airless rooms, probably hastened the spread of the disease once
it appeared. There are indications that the pueblos on the edges of
the province suffered even more from the pestilence. This may
have been the reason why Pecos, Zuni, and the Hopi Pueblos
were granted special tax exemptions in the years following 1782.25
When we examine the outbreak of 1780-178 I, the question
arises as to the direction from which the disease entered New
Mexico. In the summer of 1779 there had been a major epidemic in Central Mexico, which ravaged the cities and countryside for a year. 26 From here smallpox might have been carried
northward by travelers to the Rio Grande. Nevertheless, it is
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highly. possible that the sickness came to New Mexico by way of
the tribes of the Southern Plains. As early as 1778, an epidemic
which had wrought havoc among the Indians of the Mississippi
Valley, was transmitted to peoples living on the Upper Missouri. 27
In the same year the pox swept thiough Louisiana and into Texas,
where a friar reportedly took advantage of the calamity to baptise
frightened Indians and save their souls. 28 By 1780 the disease had
spread to Lipan Apache of southern and western Texas, and there
is good reason to believe that southern bands of the Comanche
also were victims of the plague. 29 These tribes easily could have
introduced smallpox into the settlements along the Upper Rio
Grande: 30
Thus New Mexico's scourge of smallpox in the early 1780's
may have originated either from the south or the east. It is also
possible that the epidemic was a spontaneous outburst, which can
occur in districts where the disease exists endemically in a mild
form. Periodically, as new generations appear, the sickness assumes
a sudden virulence and attacks those lacking immunity.3! The
frequency of smallpox in New Mexico suggests that it may have
been endemic, although the paucity of specific records precludes
a definitive judgment. Whatever its source, the pestilence of
1780-1781 was a major tragedy for colonial New Mexicans.
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NOTES

I. The incidence- of epidemic disease in other parts of North America
has been carefully treated by scholars. Notable works include: John Duffy,
Epidemics in Colonial America (Baton Rouge, La., 1953), and Donald B.
Cooper, Epidemic Disease in Mexico City, 1761-1813 (Austin, 1965).
Concentrating on the Indians are E. Wagner Stearn and Allen E. Stearn,
The Effects of Smallpox on the Destiny of the Amerindian (Boston, 1945),
and P. M. Ashburn, The Ranks of Death, A Medical History of the
Conquest of America (New York, 1947). Both of the Spanish provinces
to the east and west of New Mexico have been studied. On Texas see Pat
Ireland Nixon, The Medical Story of Early Texas, 1528-1853 (Lancaster,
Pa., 1946), and on California consult S. F. Cook, "Smallpox in Spanish
and Mexican California, 1770-1845," Bulletin of the History of MediCine,
vol. 7 (1939), pp. 153-91.
2. Benjamin White, Smallpox and Vaccination (Cambridge, Mass.,
1925), p. 21.
3. Cooper, p. 63·
4. Duffy, p. 24·
5. Cooper, p. 65·
6. Sir George Newman, The Rise of Preventive Medicine (London,
1932), pp. 182-83.
7. Information on vaccination quickly spread throughout the Spanish
empire. The story is told by S. E Cook in "Dr. Francisco Xavier Balmis
and the Introduction of Vaccination to Latin America," Bulletin of the
History of Medicine, vol. I I (1943), pp. 544-5'5'. On the beginning of an
immunization program in New Mexico see Lansing B. Bloom, Early Vaccination in New Mexico (Historical Society of New Mexico Publications,
no. 27, Santa Fe, 1924)'
8. Declaration of Fray Miguel de Menchero, Santa Barbara, May 10,
1774, in Charles W. Hackett, ed., Historical Documents Relating to New
Mexico, Nueva Vizcaya, and Approaches Thereto, 3 vols. (Washington,
D.C., 1931-37), vol. 3, pp. 395-413.
9. Burial Records in Archives of the Archdiocese of Santa Fe (cited
hereinafter as AASF), Bur-3, Albuquerque, Box 2. These records have
been calendared by Fray Angelico Chavez, Archives of the Archdiocese
of Santa Fe (Washington, D.C., 1957).
10. AASF, Bur-25, San Felipe, Box 13, Chavez, p. 235, ascribes the
statement to Father Irigoyen, but he now tells us that the error resulted
from a misreading of his notes.
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I!. AASF, Bur-49, Santa Fe, Box 27; Bur-51, Santa Fe Castrense,
Box 28.
12. Spanish Archives of New Mexico (cited hereinafter as SANM),
State Records Center and Archives, Santa Fe, no. 817.
13. Company Roster, SANM, no. 818.
14. Company Roster, April I, 1781, SANM, no. 820.
15. AASF, Bur-3, Albuquerque, Box 2.
16. AASF, Bur-46, Sandia, Box 10.
17. AASF, Bur-25, San Felipe, Box 13.
18. AASF, Bur-37, Santo Domingo, Box 31.
19. AASF, Bur-8, Cochiti, Box 6.
20. AASF, Bur-30, Santa Clara, Box 20.
21. H. H. Bancroft, History of Arizona and New Mexico, 1530-1888
(San Francisco, 1889), p. 266.
22. Duffy, p. 24.
23. Edward P. Vedder, Medicine, Its Contribution to Civilization
(Baltimore, 1929), p. 56.
24. Croix to Anza, Chihuahua, Sept. 15, 178 I, SANM, no. 831.
25. Croix to Anza, Chihuahua, Jan. 13, 1783, SANM, no. 850'
26. Cooper, p. 56.
27. Steam and Steam, pp. 40-41.
28. Nixon, p. 46.
29. Herbert Eugene Bolton, Athanase de Mezieres and the LouisianaTexas Frontier, 1768-1780, 2 vols. (Cleveland, 1914), vol. I, p. 27. In the
early nineteenth century, Miguel Ramos Arizpe noted that smallpox had
devastated the ranks of many fierce nations of western Texas. Nettie Lee
Benson, ed., Report of Miguel Ramos Arizpe (Austin, 1950), p. 7.
30. The area west of New Mexico was spared at this time. In -1781
the disease appeared briefly in Lower California, but it was controlled
and did not spread to the north. Cook, "Smallpox," pp. 153-55.
3 I. White, p. 16.
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THE SOUTHWESTERN JOURNALS OF ADOLPH BANDELIER, 1880-1882. Edited
and annotated by Charles H. Lange and Carroll L. Riley. Albuquerque
and Santa Fe: The University of New Mexico Press and Museum of
New Mexico Press, 1966. Pp.xvi, 462. Photos, maps, drawings, bibliog.,
index. $10.00.
THE PUBLICATION of this first volume of Bandelier's day-to-day field notebook is a real boon to all students of our Southwest. Let us hope that
neither lack of funds, nor any criticisms, will hold up the publication of
succeeding volumes. For there are so many little, but inestimably valuable,
bits of information on local history and archaeology which would now be
forever lost had not this most observant genius jotted them down in datapacked diaries which, thanks to the editors, are here presented in most
readable form, for being expunged of the worthless clutter generally accompanying journals of any sort.
As edited, the work provides rich insights into a land and its varied
peoples at a given period, not to mention the personality of the author
himself. There is an excellent biography of Bandelier in the introduction,
indispensable for a fuller grasp of the text's material. It clearly reviews
his entire national and family background, the circumstances which led
him into Indian research (and to adopt certain theories that influenced
some of his conclusions), the unusual financial embarrassments which
affected both his works and his human relations, and some personal quirks
which leave an echo in the journals themselves. Such psychic failings,
however much a surprise to longtime admirers, should not detract at all
from a person we have considered great for so many years. They Simply
make him more human and understandable.
With little more scientific training than a keen intelligence, deep interest, and
an ability to observe with care [and, let us add, the genius to survey and
evaluate a site almost at a glance], Bandelier applied himself to anthropology
with a passion that lasted throughout his life. Establishing the foundations on
which a new science would rise was a task which fell to Bandelier . . . his
most important contribution lies in his attempt to combine several disciplineshistory, ethnology, archaeology, and the Spanish literature of the Conquestin studies of America's ancient cultures. His application of sound ethnological
practices to the interpretation of archaeological ruins set him sharply apart
from the romanticizers of the American Indian.
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This editorial comment nicely summarizes his contribution, a gigantic
one in spite of mistakes that plague the lone pathfinder, or some erroneous
conclusions resulting from vague theories of the times. As with the personal idiosyncracies mentioned before, these failings do not diminish the
man as a scientist.
An expert on Indian culture, particularly on Cochiti where Bandelier
spent the most time, Dr. Lange in his notes sets us right, when necessary,
on Indian customs as well as Bandelier's relations with contemporary
~esearchers. There are also interesting notes on many of the persons
mentioned, based on material gathered by that learned and most generous
gentleman, Dr. Arturo. J. O. Anderson, formerly of the Museum of New
Mexico.
Selfishly or not, I regret that the editors did not make profitable use of
my Origins of New Mexico Families and Archives of the Archdiocese of
Santa Fe in this regard, but it appears that the manuscript was completed
years before these two works came out, and no further editing was done
for its regrettably late publication. I also think that an explanatory note
on the Montezuma hoax would have been in order, for the benefit of
modern readers, since the journal brings it up several times. It was prevalent in Bandelier's time, and he exposed it elsewhere. (See the very first
volume, 1926, p. 355, of NMHR) Lastly, I do feel obliged to say that
there are several errors in translating words and expressions from New
Mexican Spanish; not simply because they appear in this book, but because
it is a rather frequent failing in current books and articles, whose authors
rely on Velasquez' modern bilingual dictionary instead of consulting older
lexicons, or persons who are experts in the old Spanish of Latin America.
Even sadder than this, for example, is the attempt to construe the bapti~mal name of a certain Librado Cabeza de Baca as possibly suggesting
that the fellow was a clerk-it reminds me of a recent book on place names
which . translated the family name Cardenas as meaning "chains"
(cadenas). As I have said, this criticism is not intended to disparage the
present editors, but to alert all current writers on New Mexicana to such
pitfalls. This should not detract, however, from the general excellence of
a job well done, and we close with the repeated wish that the future
volumes are forthcoming, and soon, both for our benefit and for the
greater fame of him whose name was most deservedly given to our
loveliest National Monument.
l

Pena Blanca, N. M.

FRAY ANGELICO CHAVEZ
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THE GREAT AMERICAN DESERT. By W. Eugene Hollon. Oxford Univer." sity Press: New York, 1966. Pp. xii, 284. Illus., maps, bibliog., index.
$6.00.
REMEMBERING a book that had once before been sent to me by the Oxford
Press for review, I recalled with pleasure its scholarly elegance and handsome make-up. Naturally I picked up with no little anticipation Professor
Hollon's new book.
.
The G~eat American Desert has a handsome appearance and a jacket
by Ansel' Adams, whose nature photography is unexcelled.' A glance
revealed at once fine typography, color and paper. But there, alas, some
of the pleasure cooled.
.
The writer stated his qualifications. Over an area of incredible vastness
on The Great American Desert there was, he says, only one tract (the
Great Basin) which he did not know well when he began his study. Then
on another page he mentioned that he had made also "two extensive trips
into and around the Great American Desert." But he did not sharply
delineate his area, state his agreed-upon mimes, or clearly list his landmarks. It looked a bit like scientific writing whose bounds might occasionally depend on sentimental adjectives instead of hard and fast pin points.
Yet a more basic question than all is this: will readers consent to agree
that high, snowy ridges and mountain passes, northern rivers,. boreal
forests, grassy plains, crop lands, wind-driven sands, and, finally, areas that
produce water, uranium, oil, copper, potash, etc., etc.-will they believe
that all this is Desert?
The author seems to challenge all comers, and he must, therefore, expect
ignorant errors not to pass unreported. Thus on page 185 the reader finds
,a statement that Albuquerque is a Republican stronghold. That fact, if
it be a fact-which it is not-will be learned by many, many thousands of
Democrats over New Mexico as a great, great surprise. The Oxford Press
is invited to check-thoug~, of course, no one desires to appear unfriendly.
.
.'
.. Later, in studying Ansel Adams' fine photo of a scene in the Organ
Pipe Cactus Monument, I was compelled to observe that the sahuaro is
confused with the massive organ pipe cactus. The two species do not
look alike and could not be mistaken for one another by an observer who
had..any acquaintance with desert botany. Furthermore for a scholar who
has made "two exten~ive research trips into and around the Great American
Desert," it is hard to see why he has not learned about the conspicuous
and common sahuaro. On page 18 he states that the sahuaro "grows
throughout the southern portion of' the Great American Desert." For ;the
sake of the record it is stated here that from east to west clear across the
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big state of New Mexico the -sahuaro does not grow "throughout the
southern portion"- that it does not grow in New Mexico at all. Period.
However, in this book there is much good reading. Especially in the
later part this is true, as in "Challenge of the Future" which deals with
the water supply. "Around the Rim," and "Desert Cities on the March"
(which will impress many readers in Denver, Salt Lake City, and Albuquerque as being unfairly named). Others, like 'The Cattlemen's Invasion" are good reading because of the handling of homely sayings and
tall tales. Arizona is singled out as a "magnificent country." This reviewer
concurs, adding that there the highly colored wastes at dawn and sunset
must surely rank among the loveliesrIands of earth.
The long bibliography is important-but where, where was Emory with
his unequalled knowledge of the arid Southwest? All scholars in the field
of Southwestern history know of Lieutenant W. H. Emory who in 1846
crossed the Southwest from Santa Fe to the Pacific, and need no introduction to his Military Reconnaissance. It has been a gold mine of accurate information to historians for more than a century now. In addition
to his youthful military service, Emory was commissioned by our government after the Mexican War to draw the international boundary between
the two nations. So he is not exactly an unknown. His duties can be indicated here only in the sketchiest way. Assigned to General Kearny's
command, he was to fulfill the duties of a surveyor and astronomer; to
estimate water resources along their route and the length of daily marches;
to make contact with Indian tribes along the way; to collect plant and
animal specimens; to jot down other matters military, commercial,
miscellaneous; and report thereupon to Washington with accuracy and
promptness. With the nation already at war, troop movements were of
the most vital importance. So Washington wanted no second or third
class man's eyes and ears at work in the critical desert area. They chose
Emory. And the explorations of New Mexico, Arizona, and California in
the Military Reconnaissance proved the War Department's wisdom.
After the Mexican War there was no longer a real excuse for listing
together river, mountain, snow, farm land and forest and drifting sand
to designate the romantic but unrelated hodgepodge "Desert." Nor is
there now a Great American Desert, and the very name has fallen into
disuse.
Then why did the writer deliberately-as it would appear-decline to
mention Emory? The simplest answer perhaps would be that Mr. Hollon
feared to compete with the sober,scientific Emory.

Albuquerque, New Mexico

-Ross

CALVIN
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PHOTOGRAPHER ON AN ARMY MULE. By Maurice Frink, with Casey
Barthelmess. Norman: University of Oklahoma Press, 1965. Pp. xxiv,
15 I. Illus., bibliog., index. $6.95
BOOKS about the military and Indian affairs of the American West frequently reflect a scarcity of information on their subject~. This is especially
true of biographies of frontier soldiers. Too often, available biographical
material cannot match an author's determination to produce a full-length
study. So, he dares not discard a note (relevant or not), for the way is
long and the documents lean. The result is not good biography, because
the subject has become little more than a vehicle for a reiteration of the
familiar story of how the troopers tamed the frontier. Such a book is
Photographer on an Army Mule by Maurice Frink, with Casey Barthelmess.
It is an attractive and well-made volume built around I 16 excellent
photographs taken by Christian Barthelmess, an Austrian-born musician
who served in the United States Army from 1876 until his death in 1906.
His skill with the lens has earned Barthelmess an honored place among
those who recorded the Old West. It is therefore regrettable that "Shadowcatcher" (as the Indians called him) remains little more than a shadow
himself throughout most of a book that purports to tell his story. Barthelmess gradually sinks from view after the first few chapters, thereafter
surfacing occasionally, only to submerge again in a morass of minutiae.
His biographers faced a difficult problem: How to utilize the excellent
photography of Barthelmess, pay him the homage they feel he deserves,
while having barely enough biographical data to write a lengthy article?
Their solution is a familiar one. Write a whole book. Construct a "setting"
, or "background" for the hero by repeating the well-worn story of military
campaigns and garrison life on the frontier. Heap page on page of tangential facts and anecdotes in the hope that they will compensate for a
paucity of relevant biographical material. For instance, in Photographer
on an Army Mule, one finds a list of Indian scouts who served at Fort
Keogh in 189°-91, as well as the complement of that post from June I,
1880 to June 30, 1881. The reader also will discover both the authorized
and actual strengths of the Sixth Cavalry in November 1876, not to
mention a breakdown by rank, job specifications, and their various pay
rates. As a bonus, one learns that William T. Sherman earned $13,5°0
yearly while General of the Army. But, the pinnacle of pedantry is
attained when the reader encounters not merely the total weight of thirtytwo head of cattle purchased by the Second Cavalry in 1879, but their
average weight as well.
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Many of the obscure facts may prove rewarding to frontier military
buffs. Some will be delighted to learn the percentage of applicants rejected as unfit for enlistment in 189 I. Others will be gratified to discover
that "Rule Nineteen" of the Soldier's Handbook instructs troops to "fire
low" and gives the benefits thereof. Then follows the history and development of army bands. While one chapter is given over to Indian scouts,
another is devoted to a biography of Fort Keogh and the familiar campaigns associated with it.
.
For the most part, Photographer on an Army Mule is written in readable, restrained prose-save for an occasional outburst of hyperbole, as
when the authors refer to "angry red sons of the wild wind." While
documentation is uneven in quality, the index and bibliography are
adequate, although the latter is not annotated. The greatest value of the
book lies in the fine photography of Christian Barthelmess. Some readers
will find the photographs alone worth the cost of the book.
Sacramento, California
LESSING NOHL

EXPERIENCES OF A SPECIAL INDIAN AGENT. By E. E. White. Norman:
University of Oklahoma Press, 1965. Pp. xl, 340. Illus., app. $2.00.
HISTORIANS of the American West who have come to expect quality in
the Western Frontier Library will not be disappointed by this recent addition to the series. First published in a limited edition in 1893, under the
title Serving on the Indian Reservations, this colorful account chronicles
the personal experiences of Special Agent White in the years 1885-1889.
Though he was a political appointee and only thirty-two years old when
selected as a roving "trouble-shooter" for the Indian Department, White's
general ability, his legal training and experience as a newspaper editor
made him mature for his years; and his subsequent performance is testimony to the fact that field men for the Department were not always
opportunistic incompetents principally interested in federal largess.
Considering his limited period of service, White's official itinerary is
impressive. He began his work among the Eastern Cherokees in what is
now Oklahoma; from there he went to Kansas to investigate the fraudulent
Black Bob Shawnee land sales, after which he was sent to Fort Reno,
where his campaign to eject the ever-present "Boomers" from tribal terrain
was largely abortive. Perhaps his most important (and certainly most
difficult) assignment was to the remote and isolated Ute reservations in the
Uintah Basin.
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Here the three principal bands-the Uncompahgres, the Uintahs, and
the White Rivers-were then among the least assimilated Indians in the
country, and, in face of the usual pressure exerted by local land jobbers,
Agent White encounte!ed his most difficult test. His courage, his timely
use of a colossal bluff and some oratory befitting a stump politician proved
most effective. As a consequence, a bloody incident on the pattern of the
Meeker Massacre probably was averted.
Prior to his appointment as Indian Inspector in 1889 (the year he ends
his story), Special Agent White was involved with much less exciting but
no less important assignments in Indian Territory, Kansas, and Nebraska.
Some of his descriptions of reservation life are concise and critical, while
others are probably exaggerated; in any case, they are always well written
and in the aggregate represent a social record for which historians should
be grateful. Edward E. Dales's informative introduction is a distinct asset
to this edition, particularly as it fills in the general details of White's early
arid later life.
The reprinting of an alleged classic requires a candid answer to the
question, "Of what significance is it to an understanding of the American
West?" If, on the one hand, one observes the many explorers, trappers,
scientists, soldiers, and cattlemen whose journals and/or reminiscences
presently crowd the shelves of one's study, and on the other, the paucity
of interesting accounts such as White's, it would appear that the answer
to this question is obvious.

Wichita State University

WILLIAM

E.

UNRAU
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to be noted

4J Recent new editions and reprints include some very welcome items
of New and Old Mexicana.
4JThe University of New Mexico Press offers an illustrated facsimile
of the 1928 Charles Scribner's S~ns edition of The Land of Poco Tiempo
by Charles F. Lummis, first published in 1893. For all its romantic. out~
look and "fine ~ting," this book remains re~arkably fresh and. appealing.
(Albuquerque, 1966. Pp. ix, 310. $5.00) A revised and enlarged edition of
a more recent classic "on the sand and air and cactus and white sun of
the Southwest" came out in 1965. Dating from 1934, Ross Calvin's Sky
Determines is another work that time does not stale. (Pp. xiv, 391. Illus. by
Peter Hurd, bibliog., index. $5.00)
4J Other new-old Southwestern items are some handsome limited editions from Jack Rittenhouse's Stagecoach Press at Santa Fe: Diary of an
Excursion to the Ruins of Abo, Quarra and Gran Quivira in New Mexico
in 1853, under the Command of Major General James Henry Carleton
(Santa Fe, 1965. Pp. 61. $4.50) and Early Railroad Days in New Mexico,
1880, by Henry Allen Tice (Santa Fe, 1965.Pp, 61. $4.50) are Numbers
1 and 2 in the Southwestern Series of the Stagecoach Press. Most useful
is an excellent reprint of Disturnell's Treaty Map (Santa Fe, 1965. Pp. 20
and map. Bibliog. Rolled flat with booklet, or bound in hard cover with
text. $4-95). Mr. Rittenhouse has contributed a summary of the history of
the map that was part of the Treaty of Guadalupe Hidalgo to accompany
his facsimile of the "12th edition" which was attached to Mexico's copy
of the treaty. The map is printed on paper with a life expectancy of 300
years.
4J The Man with the Calabash Pipe (Houghton MifHin Company:
Boston, 1966. Pp. xxi, 246. $4.95) is a selection from the columns which
the late Oliver La Farge contributed to the Santa Fe daily, The New
Mexican. Edited by Winfield Townley Scott, they represent La Farge
"talking to himself in print," always with clarity, discernment, and wit.
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4JNumber 27 of Oklahoma's inexpensive ($2.00 per volume) The
Western Frontier Library is a reissue of Edward Everett Dale's popular
study of the cattle industry from 1865 to 1924, Cow Country. (University
of Oklahoma Press: Norman, 1965. Pp. xii, 258) Originally published in
1942, it has long been out of print.
4[The current list of the University of California Press includes an
important new translation by Lesley Byrd Simpson as well as revised editions of two of his earlier works. An English version of Robert Ricard's
The Spiritual Conquest of Mexico (first published in French in 1933, followed by a Spanish translation in 1947) has been long overdue. (Berkeley,
1966. $10.00) Many Mexicos celebrates its silver anniversary in a fourth
edition revised-and as readable as ever (Berkeley, 1966. Pp. xiii, 389.
Maps, glossary, reading list, index. $7.50). The drastically revised and corrected 1950 edition of The Encomiendain New Spain has also been r~
printed (Berkeley, 1966. Pp. xvi, 263. lIlus., bibliog., index. $5.75).
4[ UNM Professors George Winston Smith and Charles Judah have
edited Life in the North during the Civil War, A Source History (University of New Mexico Press: Albuquerque, 1966. Pp. xvi, 397. lIlus., index.
$6.50) Selections and commentary add up to a vivid presentation of the
diversity of Northern life and thought during the Civil War.
4[ Material from NMHR has been used in two recent publications.
Sister M. Lilliana Owens incorporated her article, "Our Lady of Light
Academy, Santa Fe" (vol. 13, 1938) in Loretto on the Old Frontier, 18231864 (St. Louis, 1965). This unpretentious little book brings together Sister
Lilliana's widely scattered contributions to the history of education on the
frontier. The Press of the Territorian, Santa Fe, has reprinted Robert N.
Mullin's "A Chronology of the Lincoln County War" from vols. 32 and
33 (1957-5 8). (Santa Fe, 1966. Pp. 39. $1.00)
4J The State Bureau of Mines and Mineral Resources at Socorro has
published a Directory of Mines of New Mexico by Lucien File. (Circular
77, Campus Station, Socorro, 1965. Pp. 188. $2.00, hardbound, $3.00.
Supplement, Circular 84, 1966. Pp. 21. $0.25)
4J Helen Blumenschein of Taos has called our attention to a slip in
'Taos Pueblo and its Neighbors" by Myra Ellen Jenkins (NMHR, April
1966, p. 97). The Rio Chiquito is not another name for the RIO de las
Trampas, but a separate stream to the north of it.
EBA
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HISTORICAL SOCIETY OF NEW MEXICO NOTES

THE ANNUAL MEETING of the Historical Society of New
Mexico will be held at Santa Fe in late November, the exact
time and place to be announced in a special Bulletin. The Board
of Directors is considering a revision in the By-Laws which will
allow for a member on the Board from each affiliated Society, in
line with the policy to make the Historical Society representative
of the state as a whole. The revision will be presented for consideration at the Annual Meeting, and suggestions from members
concerning this plan are welcome. Please address your comments
to: Victor Westphall, President, Historical Society of New Mexico, P.O. Box 3327, Albuquerque, N.M.
In July the Society loaned a number of books from its collection to the New Mexico State Library in Santa Fe. In October,
these books will be moved to the new University of New Mexico
Library building to be placed in the Southwest and Rare Book
rooms for research purposes. The Society also arranged to store its
collection of old and valuable newspapers at the University of
New Mexico. The collection, consisting of 3 I I bound volumes
and 175 wrapped bundles, has been completely microfilmed by
the New Mexico State Library for use there, with the originals
available at the University.
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The Tularosa Basin Historical Society, Alamogordo, regrets to
report that construction of their museum building did not begin
last spring, as originally planned, and that no· progress has been
made· on the project.
In their recent history letter, Taos County Historical Society
reports that on December 18, 1965, the National Park Service
recognized the Taos Society of Artists by designating the Blumenschein house one of four National Historic Sites, announced for
1965. Ernest Blumenschein and Bert Phillips founded the first
art colony at Taos in· I 888. The late Kenneth Adams, who was the
last surviving member of the famed Taos Society of Artists, was
featured speaker at a ceremony in May dedicating the Blumenschein home.
Dr. Leroy Condie, director of the Albuquerque Historical Society museum in Old Town, informs us that the exhibit on Three
Cultures, Indian, Spanish Colonial, and the Fort Union room
representing Anglo-Saxon pioneers, has proved so popular that
it may be continued indefinitely. Visitors during the first two
weeks in August came from every state in the Union, as well as
from Germany, Belgium, Morocco, France, Scotland, Italy, Poland, Canada,. England, and Spain. The museum has been most
fortunate recently in obtaining new additions through loans, gifts
and purchase. Ruth Armstrong most capably carried the burden
of summer scheduling. Use of students from the city's high school
history classes to fill in as museum attendants this summer has
been most helpful. After Labor Day, the museum went back to
its usual winter hours, 1-5 p.m., Thursday through Sunday.
LANCE ROBBINS, Bulletin Editor
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Collins, James L., 276
Collyer, James, 299, 300
Colorado, 231, 236, 305-18 passim
Colorado Fuel and Iron Co., 236
Colorado River, 31
Comanche Indians, 9, 98, 99, 306, 310,
324
Compromise of 1850,270
Conchos Valley, 9
Connelly, Henry, 276
Conner, Daniel Ellis, 291-95, 297-99,
300, 301
Contraband, 156, 158, 159, 198,203,
206
.
Cook's Canyon, 289
Copala,89
Copper Mine Apache Indians, see Gila
Apache Indians
Copper Mine Pass, 53
Copper Mines, 48, 50, 53, 55. See also
Santa Rita.
Cora, Indian chief, 37
Corodeguachi, see Fronteras
Coronado, Francisco Vazquez de, 85, 86
Corrales, 322
Cortez, Jose, 31I, 313
Crittenden Compromise, 270, 283
Croix, Teodoro de, 36, 323
Cruzat y Gongora, Gov. Gervasio, 94,
133
Cuartelejo Apache Indians, 88
Cubero, Gov. Pedro Rodriguez, 123,
124, 126
Cuesta de la Osha, 100
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Culebra Creek, 90
Cutler, Capt. Ben c., 295
Dale, Edward Everett, Cow Country,
noted, 336
Davies, Thomas M., Jr., Assessments
during the Mexican War, 197-216
Davis, Jefferson, 270
Dawson, John.B., 232, 234
Dawson, N.M., 231
Delaware Indians, 308, 310
Deming, N.M., 289
Democratic Patty, 217, 218,220,224,
226
Deseret, see Utah
Dillon, N.M., 234
Dillon Canyon, 233Disease, 319-26
Distilleries, 156-61 passim
District of Columbia, slave trade, 273
Disturnell's Treaty Map, noted, 335
Dodge City, Kan., 306
Dominguez, Fray Francisco Atanasio,
98,99
Dominguez, Capt. Jose, 93
Dominguez, Maria, 93
Dona Ana, N.M., 48
Dona Ana County, 218, 220, 226
Douglas, Stephen A., 269, 270, 282
Duran de Armijo, Antonio, 97
Duran y Chavez, Crist6bal, 89
Duran y Chavez, Fernando, 89, 91
Durango, Mex., 6, 7, 98, 138,204
Echagoyan, Fr., 25
Echeagaray, Capt. Manuel de, 38
Edmonson, Munro S., bk. rev. by,
261-62
El Coyote, see Diego Romero
El Paso, 89,91, 106, 121, 124, 146,
302; presidio, 16, 130, 136
El Prado, N.M., see Los Estiercoles
Elections, N.M., 217-30 passim
Elizabethtown, N.M., 232, 23'3
Elkins, Mr., 221
Embudo, N.M., 308
Emory, Lt. W. H., 278, 282
Encomiendas, 15, 17, 88
England, 183, 190, 203

Enriquez de Almanza, Martin, Viceroy,
7
Escalante, Lt. Francisco Xavier de, 34,
36
Escalante, Corp. Juan Manuel de, 34
Escobar y Llamas, Fr. Crist6bal, 31, 32,
35
Estufas, see Kivas
Faboada, Manuel, 189
Fairbank, Ariz., 38
Feather, Adlai, bk. rev. by, 70-71
Ferdinand VI, 32
Ferdinand VII, 119
Fernandez, Andres, 311, 313
Fernandez, Antonio, 100
Figueroa, Tadeo, 33, 37
File, Lucien, Directory of Mines of New
Mexico, noted, 336
Fitzpatrick, Thomas, 308
Floods, 51
Flores MogoII6n, Gov. Juan Ignacio, 91,
92,130, 131
Flour, 308
Foote, Henry S., 271
Fort Barclay, 307
Fort Cummings, 53
Fort McLane, 289-90, 291, 293, 295,
296, 299, 300, 301
Fort Thorn, 50
Fort Union, 225
Fort Webster, 47-55
Fort West, 288, 289
France, 182-96 passim, 203
Franciscan Custody of New Mexico, 11,
15,97, 143-47
Freemasonry, 189, 190
Fronteras, presidio, 22-28 passim, 33
Fugitive Slave Law, 272
Fur Trade, 157
Gallegos, Hernando, 87
Gallegos, Pablo, 105, 109
Garda, Nestor, 219
Garda de la Mora, Jose, 100, 109
Garda de Noriega, Juan, 126
Garda Jurado, Pedro, 136
Gardner, Maj. J. L., 206-11
Garrucho, Fr. Jose, 34-35

INDEX
Gates, Paul W., bk. rev. by; 168-71
Gato Canyon, 90
Genlzaros, 142
Giddings, Joshua, 283
Gijosa, Francisca Antonia de, 92
Gila Apache Indians, 47, 295, 297
Gila River, 23, 31
Gomez Cayuela, Fray Miguel, 141
Gomez de Silva, Capt. Joseph, 26, 29,
33-37passim
Gomez Herrera, T eodoro, 119
Gongora, Cristobal de, 127-28
Gonzalez, Jose, 85, 107
Gonzalez, Sebastian, 121
Granillo, Luis, 123-26
Greenhorn, 309-10
Greenhorn River, 308
Greenleaf, Richard E., The Mexican
Inquisition and the Enlightenment,
1763-1805,181-96
Gregg, Josiah, cited, 278
Groussac, Paul, cited, 144
Guadalajara, Audiencia of, 143
Guadalupe Hidalgo, treaty of, 47,
271-72,335
Guanajuato, 6, 204
Guerrero, Francisco, 137
Guevavi, 21-46
Gutierrez Carrera, Tomas, 126
Guzman, Nuno de, 5
Gwin, Gen. John, 221
Gwyther, Dr. George, 291
Hammond, James Henry, 269
Hart, Charles Desmond, Slavery
Expansion to the Territories, 1850,
269-86
Hart's Mill, 302
Hatch, N.M., 50
Heath, Herman H., 218, 224, 226, 229
Herrera, Domingo de, 89
Hidalgo, Fray Nicolas, 88
Hidalgo y Costilla, Miguel, 187
Hinojosa, Fray Juan Jose, 321, 322
Historical Society of New Mexico,
77-78, 175-76, 263-64, 337-38
Hofstadter, Richard, 269
Hopi Indians, 23, 130, 322, 323
Horse stealing, 11, 134, 219'
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Horses, 12, 14, 15, 16,22,48,96,99,
102, 124, 126, 135, 140,279, 307,
309,310,314
Huerfano County, Colo., 231
Ibarra, Francisco de, 7
ILLUSTRATIONS: San Eleazario Presidio,
10; Guevavi Presidio, map, '21;
Terrenate Presidio, map, facing 32;
Cerro de San Mateo, facing 33; Fort
Webster, 49, 52; Raton Mountain, 69;
Taos Indian, 84; Taos Pueblo, 87;
Gen. Scott, 200; Mangas Coloradas
and Cochise, 298.
Indian George, 309, 313
Indians, 125, 137,275-76; epidemics,
322-24; hostilities, 5-57 passim,
127, 134, 219, 233, 276, 279,
287-304,305-18; land, 85-114;
Protector, 101; tribute, 88, 89, 323.
See also individual Indian groups.
Inoculation, 320
Inquisition, Holy Office of, 88, 181-96
International Boundary Commission, 47,
48
Irrigation, 104-05, 132, 278
Isleta, N.M., 134, 135,146
Jalisco, 5, 204
Janos, 22, 23, 26
Jaramillo, Pablo, 109
Jenkins, Myra Ellen, Taos Pueblo and
Its Neighbors, 85-114
Jenner, Edward, 320
Jerez de la Frontera, 7
Jesuits, 8, 21, 23-35 passim, 183
Jicarilla Apache Indians, 232, 305-18
Jiron, Dimas, 93
Johnson, Pres. Andrew, 217
Johnson, Col., 203
Johnson, Mr., 159
Jones, Samuel J., 218, 226
Joseph, Peter, 310, 313, 314
Judah, Charles, Life in the North
during the Civil War, noted; 336
Kaiser Steel Company, 237
Kansas City, Kan., 234
Kansas-Nebraska Act of 1854,270, 283
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Kearny, Gen. Stephen W., 109, 306
Keller, Fr. Ignacio Xavier, 33, 34, 35, 37
Kennecott Copper Corp., 47
Kesel, Richard H., The Raton Coal
Field, 231-50
Kessell, John L., The Puzzling Presidio,
21-46
Kinkead, Mathew; 156, 160
Kino, Fr. Eusebio, 8, 21, 37
Kiowa Indians, 232
Kirker, James, 308
Kivas,86
Krebs, Conrad, 155
La Cieneguilla, N.M., 106
La Farge, Oliver, The Man with the
Calabash Pipe, noted, 335
Labor, convict, 47-48; mines, 47-48, 53,
201,231-50 passim, 280-81; public
works, 122, 129; slave, 274-75, 283
Land grants, 85-II4 passim; Maxwell,
107-08, 232, 233
Lane, Joseph, 284
Lane, Dr. William Carr, 48, 49, 50
Las Animas County, Colo., 231
Las Caldas, 136
Lasquety, Juan Manuel, 199
Law, II 5-20; Mexican, 120; Spanish,
II 8-20
Lecompte, Janet, The Manco Burro Pass
Massacre, 305-18
Lee, Stephen L., 108, 109, 310
Lemon, Judge, 218, 226
Le6n, Mexico, 7
Lerma, Mexico, 203
Leroux, Antoine, 95
Lieuwen, Edwin, bk. rev. by, 252-53
Lincoln, Abraham, 269
Lipan Apache Indians, 324
Lister, Robert H., bk. rev. by, 65-67
Little Beaver, Delaware Indian, 310
Livestock, 6, 91-102 passim, 160,279-81,
306, 307; pack animals, 90; burros,
306. See also Cattle, Horses, Mules,
Sheep
Lobos, 136
Lodo Moro, N.M., see Mora
Longouran, Juan, 188, 189
Los Angeles, Cal., 158

Los Estiercoles, 99, 100, 103, 105, 106,
109
Lotteries, Mexico, 202, 205
Louis XVI, 183, 186
Louisiana, 182, 188; smallpox, 324
Lovato, Antonio Jose, 99
Lower California, see Baja California
Lucero de Godoy, Diego, 89,92,93
Lucero de Godoy, Juan de Dios, 123,
125, 126
Lujan, Gov. Jose Francisco, 100
Lummis, Charles F., The Land of Poco
Tiempo, noted, 335
Luna, Pedro, 306
Luna, Rafael de, 105, 106
Madrid, Lorenzo de, 121
Mail service, 50, 124,219
Manco Burro Creek, 305
Manco Burro Pass, 305-18
Mangas Coloradas, Apache chief, 47,
287-304
Manje, Juan Mateo, 22-25, 28
Mansfield, Col. J. K. F., 48,50,51,55
Marcy, William, 198,201,202,203
Marquez, Diego Antonio, 137
Martin, Antonio, see Martinez
Martin, Francisco, 97
Martin, Jacinto, 97
Martin, Josefa, 100
Martin, Marcial, 100
Martin, Sebastian, 93-95, 97, 99, 100,
103, 106, 109
Martinez, Antonio, 92-93,95, 104, 105
Martinez, Fr. Antonio Jose, 107-09
Martinez, Capt. Felix, 123, 130-31
Martinez, Pedro, 102-03
Martinez, Santiago, 109
Maxwell, Lucien B., 232, 233, 309, 310,
313,314
Maxwell, N.M., 237
Maxwell & Quinn, 308-09, 314
Maynez, Gov. Alberto, 101-03, 105
Mayo Indians, 25, 26
McCleave, William, 54, 288, 289-92,
295, 297; papers, 289
McKeney, Mr., 159
Mead, George, 299,300
Meade, John V., see Mead, George.
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Medicine, 157,158,320
Menchero, Fray Miguel de, 97
Mendizabal, Gov. Bernardo Lopez de,
88-89
Mendoza, Gov. Gaspar Domingo de, 134
Mesilla, 288, 295, 300, 301
Metcalf, Archibald Charles, 308-10
Mexican War, 197-216
Mexico, 104, 120; Apache in, 287;
boundary with U.S., 47-48; epidemics,
323; slavery, 274; territory acquired
from, 269-86 passim. See also
Inquisition, Mexican War, New
Spain.
Mexico City, 198-99
Michoacan, 204
Mimbres Apache Indians, see Gila
Apache Indians.
Mimbres River, 47-57 passim
Mimbres Valley, 49, 50, 53
Mining, coal, 231-50; copper, 47; gold,
232-33,274,280,289,291; silver, 6,
8; Mexico, 201-11 passim; prospectors,
291,294; Gumbecinos, 280, 281
Mirabal; Jose, 100
Miranda, Guadalupe, 107, 108,232
Miranda, Fray Pedro de, 88, 89
Miranda, site, 90
Miranda Canyon, N.M., 89, 90
Mississippi Valley, 324
Missouri, 155-58, 307
Missouri Compromise of 1820,271
Missouri Mounted Volunteers, 310
Missouri River, 281, 324
Mitchell, Gov. Robert Byington, 217-29
Monterrey, Mexico, 6
Montes Vigil, Francisco, 130-31
Montes Vigil, Jose Vitorino, 106
Montes Vigil, Pedro, 106
Montoya, Barbara, 97
Moqui, see Hopi
Mora, Fray Antonio de, 89
Mora, N.M., 311, 313
Mora County, 219, 225, 226, 227
Mora River, 307
Mora Pineda, Juan de la, 91
Morales, Juan Pastor, 186
Morel, Esteban, 187
Morelos y Pavon, Jose, 187

Moses, Bernard, cited, 144
Mowry City, N.M., 50, 53
Mules, 126, 157, 160,279,309,310,
314
Mullin, Robert N., A Chronology of the
Lincoln County War, noted, 336
Mundy, American trader, 307, 308, 310
Murgier, Juan Maria, 187
Myers, Lee, Fort Webster on the
Mimbres River, 47-57; The Enigma
of Mangas Coloradas' Death, 287-304
Nambe, pueblo, 128
Naranjo, Joseph, 133, 134
Naranjo, Pedro, 89
Nava, Pedro de, 143
Navajo Indians, 15, 104, 232
New Mexico, 85-87, 109,233-50,
305-07; colonial, 5-19 passim, 87-104,
115-53,305-06,319-26; Mexican
period, 85, 104-08, 155-63, 306;
Territory, 47-57, 217-30, 231-33,
269-304 passim
New Mexico Townsite Co., 233
New Orleans, 182, 188
New Spain, frontier, 5-46; inoculation,
320. See also Mexico.
Newspapers, 227, 229, 235
Nogales, 21, 22
Nohl, Lessing H., bk. rev. by, 332-33
Nueva Vizcaya, 12
Nuevo Leon, 6, 8, 204
Oaxaca, 204
O'Conor, Hugo, 38
Oleachea, Miguel de, 136
Oiiate, Juan de, 15,87
Oregon, 270
Ortiz, Antonio Jose, 100, 102
Our Lady of Light, military chapel,
Santa Fe, 322
Overland Monthly, 291
Owens, Sister M. Lilliana, Loretto on
the Old Frolltier, noted, 336
Pachuca, 203-04
Padilla, Capt. Joseph, 121
Paez Hurtado, Juan, 91, 122-26, 129-30,
132
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Papago Indians, 26
Palo Flechado, N.M., 100
Parral, 123
Pasturage, 99, 279-80
Patton, Mr., 160
Pauer, Fr. Francisco, 35
Peck, Lt. William G., 277, 278
Pecos, pueblo, 86, 322, 323
Pedrosa, Fray Juan de la, 89
Pena, Lorenza de la, 34, 35
Pene Alto, see Pinos Altos
Pensacola, Fla., presidio, 129
Penuela, Marques de, 127
Pereyro, Fray Benito, 101, 103
Perez, Gov. Albino, death of, 85, 107
Perez, Melchior, 86
Perez de Alamillo, Anastasio, 186-87
Perez-Marchand, Monelisa Lina, cited,
184
Phelps Dodge Co., 234
Philip III, 119
Philip V, 31
Philippine Islands, 189
Picuris, pueblo, 87, 88, 89, 90, 91, 93,
100
Piles, Mr., 310
Pima Indians, 21, 24, 26,31,39; revolt,
34,36
Pimeda Alta, 8, 12, 21-39
Pinos Altos, 53, 54, 289, 291, 292, 296,
298, 300; mines, 295
Pitic, presidio, 25, 26, 28, 31
Plains Indians, 324
Playing card monopoly, 202, 205
Polk, James K., 197-201, 203, 204, 212,
271,284
Pope, Indian, 89
Pratte, Bernard, 157, 159
.Pratte, Sylvestre, 157
Presidios, 5-46. See also individual
names.
Provincias Internas, 14. See also New
Spain, frontier
Puebla, Mexico, 202, 204
Pueblo Indians, 232; epidemics, 323.
See also individual groups and
pueblos.
Pueblo, Colo., 236
Pueblo, trading post, 307, 308, 310

Pueblo Revolt of 1680, 9, 15, 85, 88-90,
127
Purgatory River, 307, 310, 3II
Queretaro, city, 6, 189,202,209,210
Queretaro, state, 204
Quiburl, 37-38
Rael de Aguilar, Alonso, Jr., 129-30
Ramirez, Juan, 186, 187
Ramirez, Nicolas, 122
Ramsdell, Charles W., 269
Rancho del Rio Grande, land grant, 100
Ranchos de Taos, 89, 98, 99-100, 107
Ranys, P.B., 160
Raton, N.M., 231-50, 305
Raton Coal and Coke Co., 233-34
Raton Mesa, 305
Raton Mountains, 310, 3II
Raton Pass, 232, 233,235,305,306, 311
Real del Monte, mines, 203
Rebellion of 1837, 85, 107, 109
Red River, see Canadian River
Red Sleeves, see Mangas Coloradas
Reeve, Frank D., bk. rev. by, 253-55
Republican Party, 217, 218, 220, 224,
226
Rey, Agapito, bk. revs. by, 60-64, 171-73
Reynolds, Maj., 313
Rio Arriba County, 224, 226
Rio Arriba, Nuestra Senora de la Soledad
del,93
Rio Chiquita, 336
Rio de las Trampas, 97-99, 336
Rio del Norte, see Rio Grande
Rio Don Fernando, 100
Rio Grande, 16,48,51,90,92,129,
278,293
Rio Grande Valley, 279, 320, 321, 322,
323, 324
Rio Lucero, 92, 93, 99,104, 105, 106,
109
Rittenhouse, Jack, Stagecoach Press
publications, noted, 335
Rivera, Pedro de, 14, 23
Rives, see Riviere
Riviere, Pasqual, 309, 310, 313
Roads, 6-7, 50-53,91,92, 100. See also
Santa Fe Trail.

INDEX
Rodarte, Nicolas, 122
Rodriguez, Fray Augustin, 87
Rodriguez, Fray Felipe, 88
Roibal, Santiago de, 137-40, 141
Raja, Fray Manuel Jose, 140-41
Romero family, 98
Romero, Ana, 97
Romero, Ana Maria, 91
Romero, Andres, 97
Romero, Bahasar, 92, 93, 94
Romero, Bartolome, 92
Romero, Concepci6n, 100
Romero, Diego, 91-92, 93, 94, 97, 98,
99,107
Romero, Felipe, 91
Romero, Francisco, 97
Romero, Jose, 99, 103
Romero, Juan, 97
Romero, Julian, 100
Romero, Miguel, Indian herald, 125
Romero, Ventura, 100
Rosas, Gov. Luis de, 88
Rowland, John, 158
Rubi, Marques de, 33, 38
Rubin de Celis, Capt. Alonso Victores,
136
Ruiz de Ael, Capt. Santiago, 32
Russel, James, 221
Rynerson, Sen. W. L., 218, 220, 226,
227
St. Louis, Rocky Mountain, and Pacific
Co., 234, 236, 237
Saltillo, 6, 7
Salvatierra, Fr., 21
San Blas, 182
San Buenaventura, presidio, 143
San Felipe, pueblo, 89, 129, 320, 321,
322
San Francisco Creek, see Manco Burro
Creek
San Francisco Pass, see Manco Burro
Pass
San Ildefonso, pueblo, 130, 146
San Jose, Maria de, 92
San Juan, pueblo, 87, 93, 107, 146
San Lorenzo, N. M., 51
San Lorenzo, Real de, 121
San Luis Potosi, 6, 7, 202, 203, 204
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San Miguel County, 219, 220
San Pedro River, Sonora, 22, 28, 35
San Xavier del Bac, 24, 31
Sanchez, Jane C., Agitated, Personal,
and Unsound, 217-30
Sanchez Chamuscado, Francisco, 87
Sandia, pueblo, 322
Sandobal, Anastacio, 221
Sandoval, Antonio, 228
Sandoval, Felipe, 101, 102
Sangre de Cristo Mountains, 85, 233,
305
Santa Barbara, Chih., 6, 7
Santa Clara, pueblo, 132-33, 146, 322
Santa Cruz de la Canada, 93, 136, 141,
143, 146, 322
Santa Cruz River, Ariz., 21, 26
Santa Fe, 121-47 passim, 281; presidio,
9,16-17; sanitary code, 219-20;
smallpox, 321-22
Santa Fe Railroad, 232-36 passim
Santa Fe Trade, 155-64 passim, 307
Santa Fe Trail, 157,232,233,305-07,
310-12
Santa Rita, N.M., 47,51
Santo Domingo, pueblo, 107, 322
Scalp hunting, 307-08
Schmitt, Martin, bk. rev. by, 256-57
Scott, Gen. Winfield, 198-212
Sena, Felipe, 108
Sena, Vicente, 139
Seri Indians, 25, 31
Serna, Crist6bal de la, 91, 92, 99
Serna, Juan, 50
Serna, Juan de la, 91
Serna, Sebastian de la, 91
Sevilleta, 9 I
Seward, William H., 228, 270
Shawnee Indians, 308
Sheep, 279-80
Shingle Canyon, 51
Shirland, Capt. E. D., 292-300
Shubrick, William B., 202
Sibley, George C., 157
Sierra y Castillo, Francisco de la, 93
Silver City, N.M., 289
Simmons, Marc, New Mexico's Smallpox
Epidemic of 1780-1781, 319-26
Simpson, George, 307
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Simpson, Lesley Byrd, publications
noted,336
Sinaloa, 6, 8, 9, 12,24-26,28-29,31,204
Sisneros, Nerio, 102
Skinner, William Curtis, 276
Slaves, Indian, 6; negro, 269-86
Slough, John P., 220, 227
. Smith, George Winston, 197; Life in the
North during the Civil War, noted,
336
Smith, Capt. Joseph, 54-55
Smith,Peg-Leg, 156
Smith, Truman, 269-86
Soamca, 24-39 passim
Sobaipuri Indians, 22, 26, 32
Socorro County, 226
Sombrerete, 123
Sonnichsen, C. L., bk. rev. by, 71-72
Sonora, 8, 9, 21-46 passim, 204, 274,
308
Sosa, Manuel Joseph de, 34
Springer, N.M., 237
Stanbery, Henry, 228, 229
Stanley, Elisha, 156, 158
Steen, Maj. Enoch, 48
Stein's Peak, 301
Stevens, Mr., 156
Stocking, Clark B., 299-300
Storrs, Augustus, 155
Sunday Law, 219
Swilling, Capt. J. W., 292, 298-99
Tabasco, 204
Tafoya, Jose Miguel, 100
Tafoya, Juan de, 127-28
Tamar6n, Bishop Pedro, 98
Tamaulipas, 202, 204
Taos, pueblo, 85-114,232
Taos, town, 155-64,308-14 passim;
ayuntamiento, 104-06 passim
Taos River, 85, 86, 92
Tapia, Maria de, 91
Tarahumara Indians, 9
Taylor, Zachary, 197,270,282
Tegua, see Tewa
Tenorio, Miguel de, 92, 105
Tenorio de Alva, Capt. Miguel, 128
Tepehuan Revolt, 1616-17, 8
Tepexala, Mex., 7

Terrenate, 21-46
Tevis, James, cited, 53
Tevis, Peter Joseph de, see Joseph
T ewa Indians, 128
Texas, 9, 232, 281, 324
Tharp, James, 310, 313-14
Tharp, Mary, 310, 313-14
Tharp, William, 310
Theatro Americano, cited, 32
Tice, Henry Allen, Early Railroad Days
in New Mexico, 1880, noted, 335
Tobacco monopoly, 199,202,205, 211
Toluca, Mex., 203
Tome, 137
Toral, Fr., cited, 25
Torres Perea, Fr. Jose de, 34, 35
Tovar, Capt., 38
Town, Charles, 306-07, 309, 310, 311,
313
Trade, 12,306-07; with Indians, 11,14,
98, 99, 306, 308-09
Trampas, San Francisco de Las, see
Ranchos de Taos
Treaties, 119; with Indians, 8,48-49,
314; Cordova, 104; Guadalupe
Hidalgo, 47, 271-72, 335
Trespalacios, Capt., 38
Tribute, 88, 89, 323
Trinchera Pass, 306
Trinidad, Colo., 231, 233, 305, 310
Trizio, Fray Miguel, 122
Trujillo, Baltasar, 92
Trujillo, Faustin, 311,314
Tubac, presidio, 34, 35
United States, 47; military, 47-57,85,
287-304 passim, 306, 310, 313;
territorial policies, 217-30 passim,
269-86. See also Mexican War.
Unrau, William E., bk. rev. by, 333-34
Urdifiola, Francisco de, 12
Urioste, Martin de, 123
Utah Territory, slavery, 270-84 passim
Ute Indians, 232, 307, 308, 310
Valverde Cossio, Antonio, 123, 130-31
Vaquero Indians, 88
Vargas, Diego de, 9, 16,89-90, 123, 124,
126
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Vegetation, 278, 305, 306
Velasco, Diego, 128-29
Velasco I, Luis de, Viceroy, 6-7
Velez Cachupin, Gov. Tomas, 96
Veracruz, state, 202, 204
Veracruz, town, 30, 184, 189
Vigil, Cornelio, 109
Vigil, Crist6bal, 95
Vigil, Domingo, 133
Vigil, Epifanio, 221
Vigil, Francisco Bautista, 95
Vigil, Joaquin, 106
Vigil, Juana Catalina, 95
Vigil, Rafael, 106
Vigil de Santillanes, Pedro, 95
Vild6sola, Agustin de, 24-36
Villalpando family, 98
Villalpando, Juan de, 92
Villalpando, Pablo Francisco de, 97, 98
Vogel, Albert W., bk. rev. by, 74-76

Weber, David J., ed., Workman, A
Letter from Taos, 1826, 155-64; bk.
rev. by, 257-58
Webster, Daniel, 48, 269, 270, 282
West, Elizabeth Howard, The Right of
Asylum in New Mexico in the
Seventeenth and Eighteenth
Centuries, 115-53
West, Gen. Joseph R., 288, 289, 292,
293, 294, 295-97, 298, 299
WestphaII, Victor, bk. rev. by, 72-73
Wet Mountain Valley, 309
Whig Party, 270, 271,282
William de Decisina & Co., 211
Wilmot, David, 269
Wilmot Proviso, 271, 282, 283
Wootton, Dick, 313
Workman, David, 155-58 passim
Workman, William, A Letter from Taos,
1826, 155-64

Walker, Capt., 292, 298
Walker, Joseph, 295, 297
Walker, Robert J., 197, 198
Walter, Paul A. F., 165-66
Warner, Ted J., Frontier Defense, 5-19
Washington, D.C., 202, 221, 283
Water rights, 104-07

Yaqui Indians, 25, 26
Zacatecas, 6, 7, 123, 125,202
Zamora, Fray Francisco de, 87
Zia, pueblo, 135, 146
Zuni, pueblos, 323

